The Ottauquechee Valley Quest

Quechee, Vermont
Difficulty: Moderate Special
Features: Natural Trail
Duration: 1: 00

Bring: Binoculars, a picnic

Directions: From Interstate 89 North, take exit one towards

Quechee/ Woodstock. Off the ramp, take a left on Route 4 and follow for
1.3 miles. When you see the Fat Hat Factory on your right, take that
right downhill on Quechee Main St. and follow for 1.5 miles. At the stop
sign, take a right uphill past a cemetery on Old Quechee Road. Follow
for another .3 of a mile and take a left on Morgan Road. After .1 of a
mile take a left onto Dody Lane and follow to the bottom of the hill. The
Ottauquechee Elementary School is at the bottom and your Quest
begins at the Outdoor Learning Trail. Park and enjoy!

Clues:

Take a walk down the path from the Outdoor Learning Center Sign
That leads to trees all in lines,

Can you guess what tree it is?

It's a White Pine!

The fallen tree to your left points the way,

Towards your Quest ahead, make sure you don’t stray.

As you stand on the stage of stone, ferns you will see,
The direction you go is marked on the tree.

Ahead is a wall built here by hand,

When farmers once worked hard and lived off the land.

Pass between the two white markers, look on the left
Two trees are entwined, one’s dead and one rests.
March up ahead; the trail takes aturn,

Keep going, there is more to learn.

www. vitalcom m unities. com / valleyquest | Copyright 2010 1



/

JusngeFq| |
(el f

‘\(\\ (\1/7\

Off the trail find a decomposing tree where

Fungus and insects now live happily.

Back on the trail more white marks mean take a sharp left,
It gets steep, you may need a rest.

Squirrels scurry quickly throughout the forest,
Mosquitoes are rampant and really annoy us!

On the right you may see the double dotted tree,
You'll see a White Birch split in a V.

The trail twists steeply up to the right,

Large boulders show Earth has put up a fight.

Birds chirp in the air as you continue along,

Sit down on the circled benches and hear their sweet song.
Woodpeckers, Robins, Blue Jays and Chickadees,

Are flying friends that you may see.

Dead logs on the right keep you on track,
A teepee off the trail, go check it out!
Ferns are a plenty, eager to grow,

The forest was a field not long ago
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Fallen trees around you sink into the ground,
Insects and mites will break them all down.
Once more walk through the wall made of stone,
On your right is a maple that is very old.

These baby Maples will grow to be tall,
Vermont’'s sugary sweetness, we’ll devour it all.
Over two wooden planks you will readily step,
Don’t worry, your Quest is not over yet.

You will pass through some rounds of cut wood and see the theater below,
Over some roots and over some leaves you will go.

Then a meandering path takes you downhill,

Ziggedy zag, don’t take a spill!

Back at the theater, go up towards the garden

Bees and butterflies collect all the pollen.

A building of brick on the right is where children are taught,
It’s the Ottauquechee School, a really great spot!

The road will take you to where you play,
Get there quick, it's a short stay.

Take aright off the road, pass the sandbox,
Up the hill and across the great fort.
Down to the jungle gyms, they don’t hide.
Wood chips mark the spot for a fun slide.

Across the sports field and through the middle gate,

A cemetery ahead shows you’re in the right place.

Go straight through the trees to Henderson, Seaver, Benson and Brown,
They lived long ago in the old Quechee town.

The road in the middle, is the one you want

Pass names like Wood, that forever will haunt.
The road takes a bend to the right,

The land drops off to the left and gives us a fright!

Notice the tree, several trunks it does have, with one that is broken,
The Quest box therein is hidden for you to take your stamp token.
Congrats! You have finished the Ottauquechee Valley Quest,
Thank you, you’ve been the best!

This Quest was created Claire Brown and Aviva Gottesman for their course work at Hanover
High School in the spring of 2009 and revised/updated in 2023.
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REMEMBER: Please be a good steward of the land; leave it better than you found
it and pack out any trash you find.

Valley Quest is a collection of treasure hunts that share and teach the natural gems and cultural
heritage of the Upper Valley with children, families, adults, and visitors. It is a program of Vital
Communities, a regional non-profit organization serving the Upper Valley Region. For more information
about Valley Quest please check our website: www.vitalcommunities.org. You can call us at 802-291-
9100 or email valleyquest@vitalcommunities.org.
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