Shifting Structures: A Quest for Thetford Hill

Thetford, Vermont
Physical Difficulty: Moderate
Special Features: Natural
Walking Conditions: Trail
Duration: 1:00

Preamble to set the tone. Imagine it is the winter of 1900:

Charles Vaughan sat at school one day

Gazing out the window, thinking of play.

Close by the wood stove, he sat to beat the cold.
Lessons learned, later trudging bold

Past the white church where the old bell rings,

Past the stone water trough where horses drank in spring.
At the Store and Post Office, he sought mail, coffee, and flour.
But the depot delivery had not come that hour.

Later, carrying a hatbox, he pushed through the trees
Toward the Old Academy in a right stiff breeze.
Delivering the hat his sister so cleverly fashioned,
The Academy recipient clearly impassioned.

Next, to the Library he strode.

He took out some books before hitting the road -
Never to know that the Library traveled further

(Due to fire, due to community fervor,)

Back towards the Common it would be

Till the bicentennial came around you see.

Thetford’s history and the knowledge of ages

Reside at this library in countless pages.

A special Quest box you will find -

Maybe before, maybe behind.

Charles Vaughan, the boy, a long time gone.

His story, not forgotten, surely lives on.



Directions for “Shifting Structures: A Valley Quest for Thetford Hill”

This Quest elaborates on the above poem and will lead you past several
structures that have shifted location through Thetford’s history. The highlight of
this Quest is the student-created historical fiction story nestled in the box. You
may want to borrow this picture book long enough to retrace your steps to
match up the photographs with Charles’ childhood route from school. Please
return the book to the final box that marks the end of this Quest. (Latham
Library also has a copy of this book.) Enjoy!

1. Park behind Latham Library.

2. Take a moment to stand on the foot bridge looking across Route 113.

You may be able to catch a glimpse of the American Legion building. For many
years, that was the District #10 Schoolhouse where the local children
(including Charles Vaughan and his siblings) went to school.
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3. Walk toward The Green, crossing Library Road.

Once you are on The Green, look around and find the church across the street.
This church had originally been built in the middle of The Green. In 1830,
teams of oxen rolled the church building over logs in order to move it across
the street! The logs that were used can be seen in the Thetford Historical Barn
Museum. You might want to visit that sometime.

(We do not have any photos of the church moving across the street because
cameras did not exist at that time - imagine that!)

4. Look around The Green and find the flagpole. Near it is a large stone that
used to be a watering trough.

Teams of horses could drink their fill after climbing up steep Thetford Hill.

The watering trough used to be in the middle of the four corners (the
intersection of Academy Road and Route 113). When horses were replaced by
cars, the trough was moved to the edge of The Green. Now, it's not used at all
- notice the grass growing inside.

5. Look up from the water trough, facing Academy Road. At the corner stands
the white “"Marsh House” with its big front porch facing The Green. For several
decades in the mid-1900s, there was a small building squeezed in between this
gabled house and Route 113. Charles Vaughan’s sister, Christine, lived in the
Marsh House and ran “the corner store.” That little store was shifted back a few
hundred feet and now faces Route 113.

6. To the right of the “Marsh House,” you will find Open Fields school. This
building was originally built in 1815 and was Thetford Hill's main general store
and post office for more than 100 years. For 40 years (from 1915 - 1945), the
post office was shifted over to Christine’s “corner store” but was then moved
back into this building. In 1971, this building became the home of Open Fields
school with the post office still operating in the front right corner. For more
than a decade, the poor students had to resist the smell of fresh donuts that
the postmaster offered adults coming into the post office!

7. Turn right and walk South on Academy Road (away from the church). You
will soon see an historic marker on the left side of Academy Road. What
buildings used to be here?

(The original buildings of Thetford Academy and Latham Library!)

In 1942, these buildings burned down. Thetford Academy moved further south
on Academy Road and across the street to its current location. Latham Library
moved into a donated house to the right of the “"Double House.” In 1976, it
moved yet again into the Bicentennial Building, where it remains today.



8. Walk back toward the parking lot behind (the current location of) Latham
Library.

Look to your right as you pass the brick library building and you will see plastic
panels protecting an exterior stairwell.

Walk toward the stairs but don't go down.

Stand at the top and turn around.

Look up and there the Quest Box can be found.

Be sure to read the picture book inside the box!!

Please be a good steward of the land: leave it better than you found it and pack out
any trash you find.

Valley Quest is a collection of 100+ treasure hunts that share and teach the natural
gems and cultural heritage of the Upper Valley with children, families, adults, and visitors. It is
a program of Vital Communities, a regional nonprofit working to engage citizens,
organizations, and communities in creating solutions to our region’s challenges. Learn more at
vitalcommunities.org.

Have a suggestion, question, comment, or idea for us? We'd love to hear from you. Reach us
at valleyquest@vitalcommunities.org or 802-291-9100.




