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The W indsor Colonial Quest  

W indsor, Verm ont  
Easy 

Historical,  UV250 

Pavem ent , Trail 

: 45  

Please bring a com pass, and a pencil 

 

To get  there:  This Quest  begins at  the Windsor Welcom e Center, located 

at  3 Railroad Avenue, Windsor, VT. From  Route 5 in downtown Windsor, 

turn onto Depot  St reet , and then take a r ight  onto Railroad Avenue. 

 
Clues: 

1. Head out the front door 

Then walk to the rails. 

Continue to the right 

On this historical trail 

Six red lights on a pole 

Is your very 1
st
 goal. 

Windsor turns 250 in 2011! But long before that people lived here and called this 

home. Mount Ascutney (above Windsor) and the Connecticut River (below) are 

clues to native history. “Ascutney” is the name of an Abenaki Village on the 

“Connecticut,”  which means “ long tidal river.”  

 

2. With the New Hampshire Colony’s 

Hills at your back 

Your Quest follows the road 

On our uphill track. 

Find where Main and River sit 

I t ’s not hard, you won’t miss it! 

The Connecticut River was the main pathway carrying Connecticut colonist 

northwards to the Upper Valley. In 1761, New Hampshire’s Governor, Benning 

Wentworth began granting charters for NH towns west of the Connecticut River. 
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3. White stripes point the safe way 

To cross to old granite posts today. 

Follow Main Street south 

Towards the River’s mouth 

The curved base of a tall pole 

Is the very next goal. 

 

Circle the base around…until the American Revolution marker is found. Now you 

know what to look for! With this marker at your back, travel four rows into the 

cemetery, looking for Captain Steel Smith. 

 

4. A revolutionary marker found? 

Captain Steel Smith is around! 

 

 

Captain Smith traveled up the river by canoe from Charlestown, NH; and then, in 

1764, brought his family up from Farmington, Connecticut to settle in Windsor.  

The name “Windsor,” too was carried north from Connecticut…And even earlier, 

the name “Windsor” was carried across the Atlantic from “old” to “new” England. 

 

5. Carefully travel south 

Towards Old South Church, 

Passing a water faucet 

As you continue to search. 

Just east of a round stone Column 

Find the resting place of the Hoistington’s. 

Ebenezer, Elizabeth, Elisha & Elias. See? All of these names start with the letter E. 

And where did this family come from? A Connecticut town:  

F__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __N! During his lifetime, Ebenezer held many different 

town “offices.” 

 

6. As you pass many curved  

Stones of the “Deans” 

Can where this family  

Came from be seen? 

Then, circle Old South Church 
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Counterclockwise around 

Across from the fire station 

A historical marker can be found. 

 

7. You’ll know you’re in the place 

When this is the stone you face. 

 

By 1771, Child’s Windsor County Gazetteer tells us 203 people lived here. This 

monument marks the approximate location of the 1st Town Meeting House, where 

citizens met to make decisions. 

 

8. Follow the sidewalk 

Like the 1
st
 colonial 

Settlers – north you go! 

Stop to sit where four 

Columns plainly show. 

This church was formed in 1768 

But the building did not rise 

Until a later date. I f you take 

The time, you’ll see the small sign… 

Of a date it was built following 

Asher Benjamin’s design. 

 

9. Keep heading north  

To a place you’ve been before: 

The circle of markers 

For veterans who served 

In a war. 

Now, further north 

You need to explore 

To sit on the step 

At 1804. 

 

10.  Look around 

Can the word 
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“Constitution” 

Be found? 

The word on the old bakery sign is a clue to an earlier time. In 1777, in Windsor, 

the Republic of Vermont was born, which lasted from 1777 – 1791, when Vermont 

was admitted to the U.S. as the 14th state. 

11. Explore Windsor, 

Have lots of fun – 

Then retrace your steps 

To where this Quest 

Was begun! 

 

In the Welcome Center 

At the desk 

Find the box 

To complete your Quest! 
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