
 

Post Mills Cemetery Quest 
Thetford, Vermont 
Easy 
Historical 
Trail 
:30  
Please bring a compass 
 
To get there: Heading west on Route 113 in Post Mills, turn right (just 
past Baker's Store) onto Route 244. Proceed 1/2 mile to Robinson Hill 
Road on your right. Just past the baseball field is the Post Mills 
Cemetery. Park your car anywhere along Robinson Hill Road there. On 
foot, enter the second opening in the fence (the cemetery shed will be 
directly in front of you), turn immediately to your left and look for the 
grave of Orange C. Aldrich to begin your Quest. 
 
Clues: 
#1 
His father was a shoemaker, his mother was not. 
Orange went off to war, hoping not to get shot. 
 
He was in the 17th regiment in Company I. 
To the Overland Campaign they did fly. 
Orange survived the Battle of the Wilderness. 
But later in the war, died from a horrible illness. 
 
18 years old – an age hard to ignore,  
Orange died on August 5th in 1864.  
He had a short life and lived to please, 
And now rests in Post Mills, a soldier at peace. 
  
For the church you should search.  
Walk 4 steps toward the wires,  
then turn right. After 17 steps  
You’ll find a soldier who inspires. 
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#2 
John P.Guild was born in Eighteen Hundred and Forty-Two. 
His dad had $1000 in real estate––they were well to do. 
Enlisted in the 6th Infantry of Mass. 
His posting at Pea Patch was not a blast. 
 
After the war ended he was one to adore. 
Admired for his books, he wrote poems galore. 
He ripped a flag where Confederate Chubb rested. 
Someone saw him and then John was arrested. 
 
Southwest you should go, two-foot stones stand low. 
Pass the Colton crack; leave it at your back. 
Turn left after moving forward one row  
and the Wilcox grave will show. 
 
#3 
David S. Wilcox was born in 1826.                           
  
His record is one that really needs to be fixed. 
There is a Civil War flag that marks his stone,  
but the lack of information makes us moan.  
 
We know a lot about his family, 
but his life in the war is a mystery.  
So what did we study him for?  
He may not have even fought in the war! 
 
Say goodbye to David’s grave. 
When you leave, give a kind wave. 
If you’re taking this walk in the fall, 
follow the sound of the goose’s call. 
 
Keep going in this direction, and walk ahead 9 paces. 
Stop in front of Gillett’s obelisk; it has many faces. 
To this obelisk, just turn your back. 
You’ll see the stone with the name of Slack. 
 
On the flag side of this stone you’ll see, 
on the left, the name of Albert D.      
 
#4 
Albert D’s father worked all day with hay 
to raise funds to send Albert to good old T.A! 
Before the war he farmed as a chore. 
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But for him, it seemed to be a bore. 
 
In 1861, Albert graduated from T.A 
Later he joined the 15th Regiment, Company A. 
His regiment protected the baggage train 
on Gettysburg’s bloody and heroic plain. 
 
His pursuit of general Lee 
was his regiment’s last task to be. 
When he got back home  
he was all alone (until he met Adeline Howe). 
He married Ms. Howe and no longer a farmer. 
As a footwear salesman he was a real charmer 
 
Go three paces northeast, towards the obelisk of A.D. 
Then turn southeast and walk to the flag you see. 
The flag you see to the southwest in his plot, 
is Heman H. Gillet’s final resting spot. 
 
#5 
Heman’s parents also worked all day, 
so he could study at good ‘ol TA. 
Heman Gillett was born on a day in May, 
and in the same month, he ended his days. 
 
At age 83 he lived in Dorchester, Mass., 
believed to be the oldest of his class: 
Dartmouth Medical School, 1847. 
He and his classmates have now gone to heaven. 
 
A surgeon in the war of ‘61 to ‘65, 
Heman helped the good men of his regiment survive. 
 
Start at the obelisk of the family known as Gillett, 
Take a look and walk to Cook––you’re not done yet. 
Next walk to Howe and then to Heaton 
For sure, now you can’t be beaten. 
 
From here you must find a grave tower of the littlest kind, 
with a topper not unlike the one fallen from Howe behind. 
From Kibby take walk 10 paces to the west 
to find Sylvester and end this part of your quest. 
         
#6 
Thetford Center, 1824 is the place & time he was born. 
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Earning his stay at a farm is the part that he had worn. 
Fanny was the one that he wed, 
And Charles and Martha were the kids they led. 
 
Sylvester Godfrey enlisted in the 11th New Hampshire for the war. 
At Spotsylvania, he got shot in the hand but lived on some more. 
In Fredericksburg, Vicksburg, Totopotomoy, too. 
In battles like Cold Harbor, he felt very blue. 
 
1890 is the year that he dies. 
Post Mills Cemetery is where he lies. 
 
Facing Godfrey’s stones,  
walk forward to royal bones, 
At the first American flag you see 
look for Almon Aldrich of Company B 
       
#7 
Almon Aldrich was born in ‘33   
In a family of ten - a big family.  
In the 6th Vermont Infantry, 
he served in the B company. 
 
Gettysburg is where he fought, 
but without the comfort of a sleeping cot. 
In the battle of Malvern Hill, 
he witnessed many a kill. 
 
After he moved to Grafton County, 
he built his family foundry. 
For children he had four: 
John, Mary, Jane and Arthur. 
 
It doesn’t matter if it’s day or night.  
Go to the Knight who’s in your line of sight. 
But this is not the right Knight. 
Walk forward one row, 
And a sideways facing Knight will show. 
 
#8 
Born in the year of 1835, 
to be a farmer he did strive. 
Past the Congregational church in Post Mills is where he stayed. 
The 15th Regiment Vermont infantry is the part that he played. 
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In Gettysburg, chasing Robert E. Lee 
is what they did after picket duty. 
He married Salome Gilman and they raised Georgie so fine. 
They were in deep sorrow when she died at the age of nine. 
 
His wife died in the year of 1916, one year before “he,”  
and now he and his family lie in Post Mills Cemetery. 
 
As you walk from each “K” to “K,” 
this marks where the Knight family lay. 
When you finally look for the Davis family stones, 
You will see, flat “A”s marking the Aldridge family bones. 
 
#9 
Ransom Aldrich was born in 1824. 
Many years later he served in the Civil War.  
He was in the 15th Regiment Infantry. 
Along with the others, he helped chase out Robert E. Lee.  
 
He had a family of seven–– 
a wife and kids, it must have been heaven. 
He died in the year of 1873.  
Now he lies in the Post Mills Cemetery. 
 
Go to the A that lies in the ground 
where a big cross is found. 
Then walk to the flag that waves at a broken grave. 
There you will find John Wilmot, the Brave 
 
#10 
In 1842, a new child to Willard and wife was due,  
When the child was older John became a soldier––in ‘62. 
Girlfriend Sophronia in his heart did sing, 
but she became pregnant before the ring. 
 
In the 4th Regiment Vermont he did enlist. 
His daughter was born, but he couldn’t visit. 
Then he was shot and unable to return home, 
on June 17, 1864, he died a hero, but all alone. 
 
Follow the mason sign, to where mother and father recline.            
   
Walk forward to the airport and you will see,  
a grave with the markings, Jonathan C. Godfrey. 
Then take 7 steps to the Chubb family square. 
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You will find William T. Aldrich resting there. 
 
#11 
William T. Aldrich was born in 1846. 
His 7 siblings were 1 more than 6. 
He served at age 20. 
11 battles were plenty! 
  
He was in Vermont Regiment, number 17 
At Cold Harbor and Totopotomoy he was mean and lean. 
Almira was his wife 
and they had a good life. 
 
He died at age 47 and 
surely went to heaven. 
From A go to B, turn 180 degrees. 
Go straight and father’s grave you will see. 
 
#12 
To be born in Charlestown, Massachusetts was Thomas Chubb's fate. 
In 1838, his family to Texas did migrate. 
His line of work was to buy and sell slaves,  
but in the end, he sent them to their graves. 
 
In the Texas Marine Regiment, he was a Confederate, 
but when he came to Vermont, people thought he was inveterate. 
In the war he made six ships with his brother, 
and they even named one after their mother. 
 
Walk north past the Taylor family tree 
Beyond that, the Smith grave will be.  
In the cave of the floral bush can you see  
Where the treasure box ends this mystery? 
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