
 

Quest for Invasives 
Quechee, Vermont 
Easy 
Natural 
1:00 
Trail 
Please bring a pencil and a compass. 
 
To get there: The VINS Nature Center is located on Route 4 in Quechee, 
VT just west of the Quechee Gorge. The Quest begins at the Nature 
Store. 
 
Overview: 
The VINS Nature Center is open 10 and to 5 pm 7 days/week in the 
summer season. Winter hours and programs are available on a seasonal 
schedule. Visit www.vinsweb.org for hours, admission pricing and 
program details; or call 802-359-5000. General admission to the VINS 
Nature Center also includes access to all trails, programs and exhibits. 
 

 

Start  

Finish  
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Clues: 
We’re glad you are here to do this quest. 
It’s not too long, you’ll need no rest. 
Head down the path; past the meadow you’ll see, 
We have native flowers and grasses, shrubs and trees! 
Now look for the maples, do you see any nests? 
 
Where the path does a sharp bend, pause for a moment; 
There are native shadbushes on your left worthy of a 
comment. 
Shad is a tall shrub that blooms white in spring. 
A pie from red “berries” is fit for a king. 
Birds love the fruit too so we’re never content. 
 
When you come to a crossroads head right towards the Nook, 
The third boulder you’ll see, turn right, make a hook. 
Please follow the McKnight Trail as you head on your way 
To learn about natives and invasives, they say! 
As you walk down the path, find the sign, take a look. 
 

Putting it into Practice: What is one thing that promotes the re-
growth of native plants? 
 
___________________________ 

 
Take a moment right now as you continue your walk 
To stop and admire this labeled Eastern Hemlock! 
We don’t want this native species to disappear 
Because it’s loved by so many, including the deer 
With it gone the forest animals would think it a shock.   
 
Keep on the path and head around the bend 
You’ll find yourself standing amongst new friends. 
See if you can spot the Maidenhair ferns. 
This native plant as you will learn 
Means the soil in this forest is on a good trend. 
 
“Dinnertime” holds your very next clue 
See what’s edible, round and blue 
This native plant is really nutritious 
The birds and mammals find it delicious 
But beware of those plants that cause harm too. 
 

Which plant is detrimental to migrating song birds? 
_____________________________ 
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Look to the distance and the water beyond 
Can you see what’s growing by Deweys Mill Pond? 
Phragmites is found in abundance right there 
To deal with it might mean you’ll pull out your hair 
For it is an invasive of which no one is fond. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An ash is a tree that grows tall and straight. 
With bark like a lattice found criss-cross in a gate. 
Look up at the crown, if you search you will see 
Leaves have five leaflets, seven, nine; but not three. 
A bat’s made of ash, pitch one over the plate! 
 
All ash in our country are now threatened we fear. 
Emerald Ash Borers kill more trees each year. 
Left alone, the larvae will stay in one place. 
Moved in firewood, they easily start a new base. 
Burn tonight all the firewood you brought with your gear. 
 
Stick to the path, stay off the loam! 
Now travel to see is “Anyone Home?” 
The old stone wall is a home and shelter it gives, 
Use your imagination; where would you live? 
Be sure to stay to the left as you roam. 
 

What’s another word for a dead standing tree? 
 
____________________________ 

 
This forest has been actively managed for invasives 
Buckthorn and Barberry were rather pervasive 
Make sure you look left for the gnarly old maple 
Here in Vermont, this native’s a staple 
On the importance of natives, we’ve been quite persuasive.   
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Follow the wooded trail as it goes up the small hill, 
Pause and look down at the vernal pool if you will. 
Here is a habitat ideal for amphibians, 
But if it weren’t for the hard work of a few good civilians, 
The salamanders and frogs would’ve taken quite ill. 
 
Because scientists have found a chemical from Buckthorn  
When released, keeps amphibians from being born. 
And not only that, our native plants need room 
Which the invasives perpetually consume. 
The loss of diversity is something to mourn. 
 
Now we’ve almost reached the end of this quest 
Turn to your right as you pass the eagle’s nest. 
Songbirds eat worms, seeds, and berries for lunch 
But some invasive plants are bad for them to munch. 
When it comes to a bird’s nutrition, native plants are the best! 
 
Thank you for questing with us today 
The message you learned, be sure to convey 
You know more about invasives than you did at the start 
Don’t forget to find the stamp before you depart. 
Now give yourself a big “Hooray!” 
 
The Quest was created by the Ottauquechee Cooperative Invasive 
Species Management Area Committee in 2013. 
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