
 

www.vitalcommunities.com/valleyquest    |   Copyright 2015 

 

1 

Session 4:   
Finding our Town’s First Settlers 

 

Focusing Question: Who were the first people to settle here? 

Overview:  
Students explore a cemetery with gravestones of the first settlers.  
Students gather data; connect with sites via drawing and mapping; and 

use these connections as a jumping off point for Lesson 5.    

Topical understandings: 
Primary sources 

Data collection  

Materials: 
 Digital Camera 

 Cemetery data collection form (Handout A)  

 Clipboard 
 Paper 

 Pencil 
 Chaperones 

    
Length of time to complete: Teacher Prep + one class period 

Procedures: 
 
Teacher Preparation: 

 
Use your town history to choose a window of time for your students to 

investigate. For instance, if your town was chartered in 1763, the first 
settlers to be buried in the cemetery will range from 1763 – 1820 or 

later.   
 

Visit the cemetery and decide whether you want to pre-choose settler 

stones for students to find or if you want to provide them with a set of 
dates and let them search for settler stones (this is much more 

challenging). Decide how far apart you want your students to range. 
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Typically, it works best to have one stone for each 1 – 3 students, 

depending on whether they do their best work individually, working in 
pairs, or as trios. 

 
1.  Introduction  

 Help students visualize the first settlers of the town by continuing 
a close read of the Mann Family Story from Session 3.  Other 

stories to read include: Alice Dalgliesh, The Courage of Sarah 
Noble; Natalie Kinsey-Warnock, The Bear that Heard Crying 

 
 Explain that you will be gathering evidence from primary 

sources—artifacts from the time when the town was first settled to 
find out who settled the town. 

 
2.  Gathering Evidence at the Cemetery 

 Clarify that the cemetery is – for today – their “outdoor 
classroom.”  Elicit a list of appropriate outdoor classroom 
behaviors, and commit to following them. 

 Also clarify that a cemetery warrants other respectful behaviors. 
What are they? 

 Clarify that this section of the cemetery is – for today – a museum 
of primary sources, artifacts which can help them discover the 

history of their town.  
 Begin to walk through the cemetery. 

 Model your process with the first headstone – data collection / 
drawing / symbol.  You may wish to include measuring height / 

width / depth. And take photos!  
 Then drop off pairs to complete the process with additional stones 

 Teacher moves between groups and gathers students for 
reflection as they finish.  

 

3.  Drawing Conclusions  
 Who are some of the characters – or people – in our town’s 

colonial story?  
 Were there specific clues or links to important local, regional or 

national events (e.g. American Revolution)? Dates when things 
happened (e.g. First settler in 1766)? Are their clues to migration 

(e.g. Born in Farmington, CT)?  Or to roles played in the 
community (Served as Deacon)? 

  
4. Asking Questions 

 Students should generate 2 – 3 new questions about “their 
settler.” 
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Session 4:  Assessment Rubric 
 

Lesson 4:  Finding our Town’s First Settlers     
         

 
Beginning  

 1 

Developing  

2 

Accomplished 

3 

Exemplary  

4 
Score 

Field work 

in Cemetery    

Student was 

unfocused, 

distracted, 

or 

distracting to 

others     

Student paid 

attention to 

the process 

of 

observation 

& analysis. 

Student 

beginning to 

recognize 

architectural 

and/or 

cultural 

features.     

Student can 

demonstrate 

observation & 

analysis of 

artifacts.  

 

Discussions 

Analysis  

Student was 

unfocused in 

group 

discussions, 

distracted, 

or 

distracting to 

others 

Student was 

following 

discussions, 

but not 

active in 

responding 

to or asking 

questions.   

Student was 

engaged in 

group 

discussions, 

and asked OR 

answered 

questions 

Student was 

actively 

engaged in the 

group 

discussion: 

BOTH asking 

and answering 

questions 

 

Data 

Collection/  

Product  

 

Student did 

not make an 

effort to 

complete the 

data 

collection 

form 

Student 

followed 

directions 

and 

completed 

their data 

collection 

form 

Developing, 

PLUS 

beginning to 

wonder about 

/ understand 

who their 

settler was as 

an individual.  

 

Accomplished, 

PLUS 

beginning to 

understand the 

larger story of 

colonization: 

who, when, 

where, how, 

why.   

 

Content/ 

Mastery  

Student 

cannot name 

or date a 

colonial 

settler   

Student 

knows the 

name OR 

dates of 

their colonial 

settler      

Student 

knows the 

name and 

dates of their 

Colonial 

settler     

Accomplished, 

PLUS can 

name several 

settlers, where 

they’ve come 
from, what 

they did.   
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Session 4:  Handout A 

GRAVESTONE DATA COLLECTION FORM 

 

Your name: _____________________________ Today’s date: _______ 
 

Stone color:________________________________________________ 

 
Stone type:   fieldstone       slate           marble         granite   

(circle one)  

 
Shape: bed board arched         pointed          rectangular       

other_____________________ 
 

Height:   ________________ Width: ____________________________ 
 

Thickness: ____________________ 
    

First name on stone: ________________________________________ 
 

Middle name / initial: ________________________________________ 
 

Last name: ________________________________________________ 
 

Date of death: Month_____________Day___________ Year _________ 

 
Date of birth: Month______________   Day_________ Year _________ 

 
It might not be on stone - but you might be able to estimate 

 
 

Year of death: ________ 
Minus the age: ________ 

            ------------------------ 
             Birth year: ________ 
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Name of spouse(s):__________________________________________ 

 
Children’s names: 
_________________________________________________________
  

 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
Other information on the stone:           

 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 
             

 
 

Make a sketch of the stone.  
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