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The Lewiston Quest 

Norwich, Vermont 
Physical Difficulty: Moderate 

Special Features: Historical 
Walking Conditions: Pavement 

Duration: 0:30  
 

To get there:  From Exit 13 off of I-91, begin traveling toward the 
Ledyard Bridge and Hanover.  Just east of the interstate, turn north 

onto McKenna Road (opposite Montshire Road). Park at the top of the 

hill near the intersection of McKenna and Lewiston Hill—your Quest 
begins here. 

 
Clues: 

Across from you please search if you will 
For a sign that reads “Lewiston Hill.” 
This was once the route into town 
Until this road stops please follow it down. 

 
The power line shows where the old road ran through. 

As poison ivy is around, walking there’s no good for you. 
Backtrack until “McKenna Road” you meet, 
The McKenna house is on the right side of the street. 
 

If you turn left and walk downhill you’ll be just fine 
Take another left and follow the painted white lines. 

The lines are blazes of the Appalachian Trail 
Follow them carefully and you will not fail. 

 

Stop just as you walk over the old railroad track 
And look right to see where the creamery stood, way back. 

Kids used to ride their bikes down the hill you are on 
Cars crossed a plank bridge o’er the tracks before dawn. 
 
Face the Ledyard Bridge and to the left you will see 

A grassy place where a general store used to be. 
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Now this is a place for metal road signs 

But there was a village store here, once-upon-a-time. 
 

Inside, the Raycrofts sold gum for one cent 
It was here most of kids’ money was spent! 
There was also the post office with stamps on sale 
Twice a day they delivered the US mail. 

 
LOOK across the road, to see your next goal. 

There stood the warehouse for Sargent’s Coal. 
The Sargents sold a product for nearly every season 

Indeed their hard cider would leave you a wheezin.’ 
 

Continue along down the hill at a stroll 
To where you might cross if you paid a toll. 

Unless it was cold enough to freeze and shiver 

Here was a place you could swim across the river. 
 

Later, over time, many bridges, a rope ferry. 
Cars often collided here, which was not very merry. 

Turn and walk  left to a house of brick. 
Here shoes and ski boots were made pretty quick. 

 
From there, walk on to the passenger station 

Where you could buy a ticket to any location. 
Two of our presidents came through here: 

FDR was the last, 1930 was the year. 
 

Ulysses S. Grant was the other one 
Who stopped at the station in Lewiston. 

The passenger Depot opened in 1847, 

But in 1960 it closed and went to heaven. 
 

Next door you can still see the depot for freight 
Find the two sliding doors trackside and wait. 

Peer over the tracks and into the woods 
To see the place where the old Ice House stood. 

 
Continue all the way around ‘til the sidetrack you face 

And get ready to move on to the next amazing space. 
You are now beside the Lewiston Freight Station 

There was a telegraph here for communication. 
 

In this building were stored wares from afar 
Transported in over 100 railroad cars. 
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Once, two railroad men went off to get a beer 

They deserted the train, and it spun out of gear. 
 

The information was then wired along to Wilder, 
And the men were replaced by ones who were milder. 

Turn east and amble back towards River Road. 
Pass again the brick house where now pottery is thrown. 

 
Keep left going against the river’s flowing 

Until a cluster of trees on your left is growing. 
Walk to the place where you can stand under the track. 

To see an old coal chute just tip your head back. 
 

Retrace your steps to the lily beds that tell 
That once upon a time a house here did dwell. 

So many changes have come to Lewiston! 

From the rope ferry to the time that trains here did run. 
 

Then came the time of the highway and cars, 
When Lewiston was plowed under with bulldozers and fires. 

Downtown Lewiston disappeared from this ridge 
Where now four lanes of cars pass over the Ledyard Bridge. 

 
If you take your time to look around to see 

You will always find traces of our history. 
Now look nearby for birches, a cluster of three 

Where their trunks are, the treasure box will be! 

 


