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Oli’s Eagle Valley Quest 
Hanover, New Hampshire 
Moderate 
Natural 
Trail 
1:00  
Bring: Field Guide 
 
Directions: from Hanover, head towards Lebanon on Route 120 and turn 
left at the first signal light onto Greensboro Road. Continue for a quarter 
of a mile then turn left onto Velvet Rocks Drive. Go all the way to the 
top of the hill and park in the cull-de-sack. Your Valley Quest starts at 
the trailhead marked by a wooden sign.  
 
Clues: 
 
Past the wooden kiosk, proceed into the woody trail 
Look around at the trees to spot a bright blue mark 
Which will lead you along Oli’s Eagle trail without fail 
The natural history and diverse forest will impress you even before you 
fully embark. 
 
Walk toward the light into an open field 
Originally cleared to build more homes 
The construction stopped so that the ecosystem could be healed  
Soon second generation pioneers begin to grow and now look how the 
bracken ferns roam.  
 
Continue walking through the ferns and past the large yellow birch to 
enter the shaded wood 
Here you will find a hemlock forest along with white pines 
 
To tell the difference, look at the needles to be understood 
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Hemlock needles are short and round while white pine’s are pom-pomed 
groups 
But because these trees grow so tall 
Look to the ground to look for clues so you’ll not be stooped  
The tiny pinecones come from hemlocks and white pines are where the 
large pine cones fall. 
 
While you go along listen carefully for the birds, especially early in the 
morning 
“teacher, teacher, TEACHER” cries the oven bird, getting louder with 
every cry  
On your right, notice a large dead white pine with woodpecker holes 
adorning  
Called a snag, a perfect habitat for insects and at night, a spot for owls 
to drop by.  
 
As you follow the trail, be careful not to hit your head on hemlock 
branches 
Which hang low in multitude as dead bottom limbs 
Because hemlocks focus all of their energy to upward advances 
Toward the sun, they could use a trim!  
 
You now will come to a slight downhill, past a hollowed out tree 
To walk over a water basin which may be dry without rain, when wet, 
salamanders crawl and play with glee 
 
Now climb up the the rocky steps through the granite fortress 
And once ascended, examine the tops of boulders to see velvet rocks 
Touch the moss, they’re soft but have a great importance 
As microhabitats for insects and flora, take some time to stare and 
gawk  
 
After walking on the trail for a few more minutes, keep your eyes peeled 
straight ahead and to the left 
Peeking through the beeches and pines, you’ll see a vernal pool 
Tread carefully off the trail to get a closer look, for you are a guest  
At the edge of the pool, notice how the air is cool 
 
Irises pop up from the water, making a summer sea of purple and blue 
Wood frogs croak all around and if you’re lucky, a moose may be 
drinking from the pool too! 
 
Find your way back to the trail and begin a steeper upward climb 
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Notice the rocks and boulders at your feet, here where volcanoes used 
to stand 
Two million years ago, glaciers carried boulders and debris, but over 
time 
The glaciers melted, and deposited the granite all over the land. 
 
Now the trail will plateau to a pine forest, a perfect winter yard for the 
deer  
Through the trees up ahead, you can see a strange bright spot of white 
A large white slab of rock tilted up on a tree- how it happened is not 
quite clear 
The forest here feels open because it's still regrowing from the time it 
was used for sheep to graze- imagine THAT sight!  
 
Near the large peely birch tree, two blue blazes will be marked 
This means turn (do not go straight!) and walk past a large domed rock 
And arrive at the intersection where many trails merge, you are so 
close- remember when you had just embarked?! 
 
Look to the sign bearing “Oli’s Eagle Trail” on the oak tree, and look 
down to the granite rocks 
Get on your knees and peer under the rock ledge, and you have found 
the box!  
 
Congratulations! Open the box, make a stamp, write a note, then put 
the box back where it was found. Now your options to return to your car 
are: 
a. return the same way you came on Oli’s 
b. follow the Greensboro Ridge Trail (0.6 mi), which will connect you 
back to the Velvet Rocks Trail, and then back to the parking lot 
c. continue your hike by walking straight, onto the Appalachian Trail, 
which will eventually lead you to downtown Hanover 
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