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Bellows Falls History Quest 

Bellows Falls, Vermont 
Physical Difficulty: Moderate 

Special Features: Historical, Architectural 
Walking Conditions: Pavement 

Duration: 1:30 
Season: May-Oct 

Bring: Compass 
 

To get there: Travel on I-91 and take exit 6, go south on Route 5 to 

downtown Bellows Falls. From the downtown square in Bellows Falls 
head south on Rt. 5 or Westminster St. and park in the parking lot at 

the corner of Hapgood and Westminster.   
To complete this Quest, you must finish within the hours of 9am - 5pm 

Monday through Thursday; 9am- 7pm on Friday; 9am - 5pm Saturday 
and 10am - 3pm Sunday. Closed Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, 4th of 

July, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 
 
Clues: 

Start at the Victorian house that is green, pink and white. 

Built in 1892, the gargoyle on the roof is quite a sight.  
The house is on the corner of Hapgood and Westminster 

The gargoyle on top – do you think it looks sinister?  
Step back and take in the details from where you stand.  

A house with such style—isn’t it grand? 
Look for the asymmetrical porch and steeply pitched roof. 

Find the delicate porch supports. You’re a real sleuth! 
 

Walk north on Westminster Street, and at the fork bear right. 

Then at the curve, right again:  Bellows Falls P.O. in sight! 
The Post Office was built during the great depression,  

In both Spanish Colonial and Georgian Revival style. 
Look under the windows for a concrete tile.  

After the Post Office, walk east to the Fish Ladder.  
As you cross over the first chartered canal in the US,  

Imagine how the fish climbing up the river felt. 
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Walk east for a while, until you pass the big yellow tanks. 

 
Look over the South side of the second bridge where the balusters 
(supports) begin.  

You will see carvings marked by yellow paint on the rock’s right side. 
No one knows why these were made, who made them, or when! 
They may have been made by the Abenaki people. 

We know this spot was a place to fish and trade, 
It’s amazing that these markings did not fade. 

Experts say they are between 300 and 2000 years old.  
How imprecise!  But that is what we’ve been told!  

 
You might want to know on this bridge called Vilas 

You stand in two states NH and VT, pretty cool, huh. 
But be careful of the cars and trucks that drive too fast. 

 
Turn around, walk west onto Island Street, and take the next right. 

Go past the old waxed paper mill also built in 1892 
Until a building named for the green mountains is in sight. 

A very important part of Bellows Falls’ history this railroad played  
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And this is where part of the movie “The Cider House Rules” was made.  
Next, go across the railroads tracks and past Island Park.  
Keep going over the bridge and turn left and then right at two arches.  

Cross the street into the tunnel and up the steps. 
You just passed through The Rockingham Canal House,  

Which was once a theater and hotel.  
 

Now, cross the street and walk north past Miss Bellows Falls diner. 
This 20’s-style restaurant with barrel roof has food that couldn’t be 
finer.  
 

Take the next left onto Williams street, note and see 
On your left, a street named for Ms Greens ex-husbands family 

Who is Ms Green you may ask yourself now? 
Continue the Quest to learn more about Ms Green  

And see a beautiful place where people take vows. 

Go up the second flight of 48 steps. 
Ahead of you is St. Charles Church.  

 
In front of the Church, turn right onto the footpath not too far away.  

Walk east up Cherry Street and turn right at the top of the hill. 
Keep walking until you see the last gate into the graveyard. 

Go 30 paces to the tall granite gravestone. 
(Remember: A pace is equal to two steps) 

Here lies Ms Green who was once the richest woman in America. 
She brought great wealth to Bellows Falls.  

 
Continue on through the graveyard and out the gate, 

Turn south down the road and then go straight.  
Ahead, you will see Ms Green’s Park. 
Its granite statue is your next landmark. 

 
In 1806, the house Ms Green lived in was built  

It was later torn down and is now a city park. 
 

Turn north once more and find the 49 steps 
That will take you down into town 

Now find your way back to the place 
Where lots of letters can be found. 

As you face the building  
Take note of the five blue windows 

Designed in 1930 by James Wetmore, Architect 
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Now if you’d like more information about your town 
We know a fine place to plop yourself down. 

Walk north to the clock tower in the middle of town.  
In 1753 it started its fate. In 1925 it burned down. 

And then was rebuilt in colonial revival style. 
 

Cross the street and carefully look  
for a place filled with many books. 

Inside you’ll find there is much to see: 
Stories, information, even mysteries! 

Ask inside and you will find they have your treasure.  
Sign your name. Tell us where you’re from, 

And do it all at your leisure. 
 

 

This Quest was written by the 7th and 8th grade class of the Compass 
School in 2000. 

 
 

 
Please be a good steward of the land: leave it better than you found it and 

pack out any trash you find. 

 

Valley Quest is a collection of treasure hunts that share and teach the 

natural gems and cultural heritage of the Upper Valley with children, 

families, adults, and visitors. It is a program of Vital Communities, a 

regional nonprofit working to engage citizens, organizations, and 

communities in creating solutions to our region’s challenges. Learn more 
at vitalcommunities.org. 

 

Have a suggestion, question, comment, or idea for us? We’d love to hear from you. 

Reach us at valleyquest@vitalcommunities.org or 802-291-9100. 
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