
 

The Circle of Life Quest 
Hanover, New Hampshire 
Easy 
Natural 
Trail 
1:00  
Bring: Compass 
 
To get there: I-91 take exit 13 to Hanover, NH. Travel east across the 
Connecticut River on Route 10A. Route 10A becomes West Wheelock 
Street at the Dartmouth Green at the top of the hill. Continue east 1.6 
miles on East Wheelock Street to unsigned intersection of Trescott and 
Grasse Roads. Park in dirt parking area. 
 
Clues: 
Standing by the red stop sign, 
Peer into the shady trees, 
With these words you’ll start your climb, 
Walk with care and don’t trip please. 
 
On you left along the path, 
Follow the fence of barbed wire, 
Watch nature fight development’s wrath, 
As trees envelope the fence as they grow higher. 
 
Tread until a stonewall lines this rolling hill, 
Guiding you along, 
It separates development, 
Do the houses here belong? 
 
Trot along this rooted trail, 
Until you see a fork, 
Turn right onto a wider path, 
Beware in case of mud. 
 
On you left lies a rocky ledge, 
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From a time long ago, 
When large ice masses cut its edge, 
Past these wondrous rocks you’ll go. 
 
Ahead the path splits again, 
Please veer to the right, 
Where fiddleheads might grace your path, 
Dancing with delight. 
 
Continue until a fallen tree, 
Through which you must pass, 
A helpful hiker has cut an opening, 
So you can pass with class. 
 
Walk along this path awhile, 
Where dead trees have fallen, 
Old trees will die and bark will pile, 
Making food and homes for creatures to crawl in. 
 
But from death springs new life, 
Here it’s called succession, 
Try to find trees that show this 
Hemlock saplings give the right impression. 
 
Coast downhill for some time, 
Flanked by fallen trees, 
Look for saplings of the hemlock clan, 
Keep walking until one of you sees, 
 
A quirky tree on the right that marks the way, 
Bent two ways like a chair, 
It took this crooked route because, 
Long ago another tree may have lain there. 
 
Further along the path you will see, 
Houses peeking through the pines, 
A path leads to development, 
Don’t take if it’s the Valley Quest treasure you want to find. 
 
A slithering stream crosses your way, 
Careful as you dodge it, 
Eventually this stream becomes a river, 
Where beavers may lodge it. 
 
Ahead are many logs, over which you must jump, 
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To continue on your journey, 
To the top, and over the hump 
The path gets a little “turny.” 
 
Two narrow trees will squeeze you, 
As you waddle on your way, 
A path goes straight but is covered with logs, 
So to the right you must stay. 
 
Ahead on the right lies a murky treat, 
Take a small detour, 
You can find a little path, 
To a pond teeming with life galore. 
 
Return to the path climbing up the hill, 
Until it merges with a larger path, 
Turn left onto this trail, for a thrill. 
Atop the hill stands a Maple all alone, 
 
Climb until you reach it, 
Hanover lies down below, 
Can you see Baker Tower? Look around a bit! 
Turn right and walk towards the stone bench, 
 
From this seat, walk along the forests edge, 
On your right, find a path into the woods, 
Follow it, your thirst for big trees this should quench. 
A majestic oak towers above, 
 
This tree has grown for many years, 
If this place is preserved, 
In many years, it will still be here. 
Return to the top of the hill from whence you came, 
 
And walk toward the tower view, 
Small homes you’ll see on wooden posts, 
And where your feet should lead you. 
Behind these home for winged travelers, 
Lies a rocky wall, 
Inside a gap between two stones, 
Is where you’ll find your treasure once and for all! 
 
Now to start your trek back down, 
Backtrack a few yards, 
To a small path with place to rest, 

www.vitalcommunities.org/valleyquest    |   Copyright 2015 
 

3 



And a plaque on something hard. 
 
The way between these rocky lands marks, 
Leads into the woods 
Follow the dirt worn trail until you reach 
A fork, take the left you should. 
 
This trail will ‘link’ you to your start, 
Across a stream and up a hill 
You’ll see a familiar stonewall, 
Lead you to your car it will. 
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