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FARM-WAY QUEST 
Bradford, Vermont 
Difficulty: easy 
Pavement 
Duration: 45 minutes 
 
To get there: From I-91 take Exit 16. Head east on VT 25 for 0.7 miles, 
passing through the four-way light, until you see Farm-Way on your left. The 
town is not big city, so no worries or fright. In the county of Orange there’s 
only one in sight!   
 
Farm-Way is open Monday through Saturday from 8:30 am-5:30 pm (8:30 
am-8 pm on Fridays). We are closed Sundays and on major holidays.  
 
Your Quest begins in the parking lot in front of the main store building. 
 
 
 
Welcome to Farm-Way. 
 
We’re a “Complete Outfitter for Man and Beast,” 
A one-of-a-kind store in Vermont’s northeast.                      
Need snowshoes? A kayak?  A power recliner?  A stock pot? 
A dog bed?  Winter boots? A halter or bridle? We sell the whole lot. 
 
Join us a while and we’ll give you the tour 
Of the bountiful treasures found in our store 
And the nooks and crannies that fall in between... 
But first, a little history to set the scene: 
 
Farm-Way is a family-owned operation. 
On any given day you’ll see three generations 
Of family pass through the door, 
Plus 32 beloved employees throughout the store. 
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Our story begins in the year 1983.   
Little did we know what would come to be! 
Back in the day, there were many stores of this kind. 
But today family-run businesses are much harder to find. 
 
It was an old abandoned feed mill, not ever a mall,  
And no one was here, not anyone at all. 
It was just a rundown building with plenty of holes. 
Bringing it back to life was one of our goals. 
 
Carol was hired to fill the place and run the store.  
Soon Paul and Shelby were born, and then there were more. 
Each day Farm-Way seemed to pick up its pace.  
Customers wanted more, and that took space! 
 
This spot used to sell grain, so we started with that  
And also food for our loved ones, the dog and cat. 
It was owned by a family called the Oakes Brothers,  
But lumber and hardware were really their druthers. 
 
The Oakes Brothers said it could be for sale.  
Three years later we began our family’s tale.  
The store was just a one-story building way back when. 
Now 4 buildings and 18 acres later, we’ve expanded considerably since then! 
 
Little by little the family joined in, 
And it became something special with coworkers and kin.  
Each a little different with a skill of their own,  
Making the place more fun and enjoyable to roam. 
 
As you look around, take a breath of fresh air. 
Our Quest begins at the big red chair. 
 
If you’re here during the summer, you’ll see a tent where folks gather 
Every Saturday for homemade donuts, cookies, coffee, and friendly chatter.  
Then when the wind blows its cold October breeze, 
We move it inside and instead serve cheese. 
 
Up the walkway of this nearest red building, take a short stroll, 
Or if in a chair you can also roll. 
Here you can take a break in a reclining chair. 
One for every size, just like the three bears.  
 
But we’ve only just begun, so keep on if you’re willing.  
Continue past the tools for barbecue grilling. 
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See the Eggs that are round and green, 
Though not laid by a hen or a rooster it seems. 
 
Back outside, shift your gaze to the roof  
Where a copper rooster blows alone and aloof.   
Enter the next building with no hesitation. 
Can you find equipment for a home weather station? 
 
This building used to be a house, and it is funky just like the other 
Where you often find Paul and his spouse Bobbie (Carol’s mother).  
 
Once you’ve enjoyed the Gift House, it’s back out we go.  
Head towards the back field, away from Waits River Road.  
As you walk North through the parking lot keep your eyes peeled, 
For soon you’ll spy our very impressive solar field!  
 
We started with a 58-kilowatt solar array in 2009 
Which was the largest solar-powered system in Vermont at that time. 
It generated 43% of our energy needs, but we weren’t quite done. 
We added an extra 73 KW array in 2015 and are now 100% powered by the 
sun!  
 
This area is a nice place to picnic and listen for birdsong.  
And if you go for a walk, bring your dog along! 
Once you’ve had your fill of solar delight, 
Head back towards the buildings, this time keeping right. 
 
You will see a building where we keep the feed, salt, and farm yard gates.  
But there’s more to see, and no need to wait! 
 
As you leave this building, take a look to the right 
And admire the old chipped mural - it’s quite a sight! 
This was painted years ago by Skip Metayer’s brother. 
If you look around the main store, you might find another.  
 
From here, take the path beside the mural that between buildings leads. 
Go straight across the parking lot to where the dirt meets the weeds. 
On the edge of this field, all through the day 
You can hear and observe local birds of prey. 
We are thankful for farmers and the huge field they plant. 
We need them a lot, but we won’t rant. 
   
Now back the way you came, heading towards the main store.  
And as you walk, I’ll tell you some more 
About the journey that got us to where we are today… 
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Although there were quite a few bumps along the way! 
  
When we bought this property and our store began to grow, 
Soon our plans for expansion were ready to go. 
But a few discoveries put a hitch in our plans. 
For starters, the railroad company still owned the land. 
 
The railroad unintentionally left quite a mess to be found. 
It was well hidden—mostly underground. 
Petroleum and gas took their place as the first 
Of a long list of surprises we gradually unearthed. 
 
It was too late in the process to be a deal breaker. 
Thus began the environmental cleanup on our very first acre! 
And it didn’t stop there, for as our property has grown, 
Each additional parcel has brought cleanups of its own. 
         
Over the years we bought neighboring properties so we could expand, 
Including a trailer, two farms, a giant, ugly cement block building, and an 
abandoned fertilizer plant. 
None of them were pretty, nor were they clean.  
And when we say ugly, pollution is what we mean. 
 
When the renovation began and the first shovel hit the soil, 
The crew uncovered two 40-foot tanker cars filled with 19,000 gallons of 
tainted oil!  
30 years later, we’ve cleaned up 18 acres of land and a have more to do. 
It’s what we want to be remembered for – not just who. 
 
We care about our town, the farmers, and the land.  
When dealing with the environment, we can all make a stand. 
We are thankful for all the people we’ve met along the way. 
If it wasn’t for them we wouldn’t be here today. 
 
As you enter the main store, look above the registers to the second story. 
You’ll see photos of our cleanups, in all their glory!  
 
Go straight past the bridles at a canter, trot, or walk 
And feast your eyes on our boot room, but try not to baulk. 
This most recent addition expanded our retail space.  
Have you ever seen so many shoes in one place?   
 
Take the shortcut up three stairs to Carhartt, the section for men’s work and 
play. 
If you are coming here shopping it may take whole the day! 
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Once you reach women’s clothing, there is still much more: 
Go up the elevator or the stairs from the ground floor.  
 
As you pass the big bear, you can shoot him a smile, 
Then continue on to complete your final trial.  
There’s the Bargain Balcony with clothes marked way down, 
And hunting and camping, the most fun around!  
 
Our treasure is not under a tree, though it is made of wood 
And comes from a town that’s pretty and good. 
It swings and it sways and holds more than one. 
Falling asleep has often been done! 
 
Look high and look low, for you’ve reached the end. 
We hope while you were here you made us your friend.  
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