Hidden Fireplace Quest

Thetford, Vermont

Physical Difficulty: Moderate

Special Features: Natural, Historical

Walking Conditions: Trail and off trail

Duration: 1.5 hours

Season: May-Oct

Bring: Boots, writing utensil, a curious mind, and a snack in case you get hungry.

To get there: Take Interstate 91 to exit 14.

Go west on route 101 until Academy Road is seen

Turn left on this road and drive for 2 minutes

The State Forest is on your right, you made it to the finish.
Your Quest begins at this gate,

You'll have to follow our clues to reveal your fate.

Overview:

The Civil Conservation Corps (CCC) was created to put young men to
work during the Great Depression. The men in the CCC made picnic areas,
shelters and road systems in the Thetford Hill State Forest. They built the
fireplaces you're about to find out of granite, likely mined from the notorious
quarries in Barre. The campground as a whole was opened in 1964 and closed
in 1982 due to budgetary constraints and poor attendance.

In all of Vermont’s history, no storm has caused as much damage as the
Hurricane of 1938. The ground was saturated when the hurricane hit, and
winds recorded between 96 and 121 miles per hour. The storm caused billions
of trees to be uprooted. Nobody was prepared for this storm. Originally it was
predicted to hit Puerto Rico and then slam into Florida, but on September 19th
it suddenly changed direction and started heading north along the eastern
seacoast, but alas it was too late to give any of the Northern coastal states any
warning.

On this quest, when you reach the first fireplace there will be a
hidden box containing a stamp and clues to the next box. Each
fireplace that follows will have a box with a stamp and clues to the
next box. There are 6 boxes. The boxes will be within 10ft of their
fireplace. You will need to put together all the stamps to reveal the
location of the final, 7t", box. Please note that this quest will also take
you off the main trails at times.
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Collect the stamp clues to reveal the location of the final box.
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Hidden Fireplace Quest

Clues:

Mr. Goddard was the only Buddhist in this town,
In 1931 he handed this land down.

A whole 262 acres to walk around—

Of this, the state park was crowned.

The gnomes home is by the gate,

He is here to act as bait,

Stay on the path that was once a road,
Follow the green until you get to an abode.

In 1964 the ranger cabin was built

Now it stands there with a tilt.

Many people called this place their home
But now it stands here all alone.

Go up the hill past three crossing trails.

At the fourth crossing road, left you should sail.

The turn is by a sign and next to twin cherry trees—
You know you are on the right path

When you see an old well that's at ease.

In the year of nineteen thirty-five
The CCC went into overdrive,

Their efforts made this forest thrive
And “Sunset Hill” came alive.

Go past the outhouse built in 1936,

Trudge up the monster that runners think stinks.
Follow their course to match the rest—

On the cross country trail you can be the best.

The forest trees were given in a breeze,

Goddard gave to the land in the thirties.

This park has no fees to enjoy all these trees,
20,000 softwood seedlings were planted with ease.

Working Together for

VitaL CommuniTIES

VitalCommunities.org

www.vitalcommunities.org/valleyquest | Copyright 2018



4

Hidden Fireplace Quest

This photo shows this place in 1938

The state of the forest did not look so great.

Old planes flew above taking pictures of this sight.

Now the fireplaces are hidden by trees and their height.

When 6 trails come within sight

Stay left and left again, we will not be exploring to the right.
Keep your eyes peeled

Until the first fireplace (and it's box!) is revealed.

Search the next 6 fireplaces made out of rocks
Look high and low at each, for a clue in a box.
You will now be going off the trail
Use the clues and you will not fail.
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Hidden Fireplace Quest

When you're ready to head home

This is how to get back to the gnome:

Follow the paved access road all the way down,
Until you see your car and head back into town.

Final stamps, found in the 7t fireplace’s box

This Quest was created by Thetford Academy’s Environmental Studies and Outdoor
Education class in 2018, with help from the Thetford Historical Society.

Other things to do nearby: Check out Sunset Hill, The Outdoor Classroom Yurt, the
Thetford Historical Society, and the trails in the State Forest.

Please be a good steward of the land: leave it better than you found it and
pack out any trash you find.

Valley Quest is a collection of 150+ treasure hunts that share and teach
the natural gems and cultural heritage of the Upper Valley with children,
families, adults, and visitors. It is a program of Vital Communities, a
regional nonprofit working to engage citizens, organizations, and
communities in creating solutions to our region’s challenges. Learn more
at vitalcommunities.org.

Have a suggestion, question, comment, or idea for us? We’d love to hear from you.
Reach us at valleyquest@vitalcommunities.org or 802-291-9100.
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