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  Kidder Brook Quest  

Springfield, New Hampshire 
Physical Difficulty: Moderate 
Special Features: Historical, Environment 

Walking Conditions: Trail 
Duration: 1:00 

Bring: Compass, Pencil, Boots 

 
To get there: From I-89 take Exit 12 and head east toward New 

London. Take a quick left onto Little Sunapee Road. Bear right at the 
fork on Little Sunapee Road. Bear right again onto 114. Turn left on 

Twin Lake Villa Road. The parking area is on the right after you cross a 
little bridge over the brook. Note the stone bridge just beyond the 

parking lot. 
 
Overview: 

This Quest begins on the site of Twin Lake Village. Twin Lake Village is 
an old fashioned vacation resort with 200 acres on Little Lake Sunapee. 

The Kidder family has been welcoming guests here for over 100 years. 
For more information, check out their website:www.twinlakevillage.com. 

The Quest continues on into the Gile State Forest which is part of the 
New Hampshire Department of Resources and Economic Development, 

DRED. DRED was established in 1961 and consists of four divisions: 
Forest and Lands, Parks and Recreation, Travel and Tourism 

Development, and Economic Development. For more information: 
www.dred.state.nh.us. 

 

Clues: 

1. Embark upon your Quest, 

  Stones arc over thestream. 

  Scramble up sundry stone 

 steps Before you run out    

 of steam.  

 

2. Follow the blazes of 
orange beside the water 

Listen as the babbling bro 
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brook calls 

Check out all of the little 

waterfalls!  

 

3. Now walk for a while, 

Keeping eyes peeled for 
those orange blazes-- 

they’ll guide you well!  

For fun, look for boulders 
tall,  

How did they get here? I 

wonder for us all. 
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4. At a few points you can come down to a sandy  

beach. There’s plenty of moss and rocks. 

You can bask in the shade and wade. Don’t forget 
to take off your socks! 

 

5. As you travel along the brook,  

Up to the left, keep a look. 
 A low stone wall is in sight, 

a reminder that this land once looked very different. 

 

6. As you approach the power line 
notice a pile of sticks and mud. 

Beavers made this with their big 
teeth. 

Have you seen them eat? I wish I could. 

 

Cross under the power lines through the land that is clear. 

Follow the trail to the left, your treasure is near. 

 

7. Traverse above a stone 

wall 20 meters along the 
path, 

turn left and climb on top of the boulder 

Don’t go too far, or you’ll fall in with a splash. 

 
8. Three hundred ancient rocks 

stand the remnants of a hand-
made dam. Imagine almost 

200 years ago 

A farm with a millpond spread out below. 

 

This was the site of an old shingle 
mill. It was run by the Kidder 

family long ago. Further down this 
brook at Morgan Pond, there used 

to be a lumber mill. 
 

In the 1800’s folks lived right here. 

Perlytown was the name of this place so 

dear. Abandoned mills and cellar holes, 
are all that is left of the departed souls. 

 
9. Go back off the boulder. 
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As you, just barely back down the trail, look over your right 

shoulder. In the stone wall, find a nook. 
Your treasure box, sign the book! 

 
 

The Quest was created by Phil Major’s class at Kearsarge Regional 
Elementary School in 2000; additional information was added in 2007 

by Jan Kidder of Twin Lake Village. Edited May 2018. 
 

Please be a good steward of the land: leave it better than you found it and 

pack out any trash you find. 

 

Valley Quest is a collection of treasure hunts that share and teach the 

natural gems and cultural heritage of the Upper Valley with children, 

families, adults, and visitors. It is a program of Vital Communities, a 

regional nonprofit working to engage citizens, organizations, and 

communities in creating solutions to our region’s challenges. Learn more 

at vitalcommunities.org 

 

http://www.vitalcommunities.com/valleyquest

