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Muckross Quest 

Springfield, Vermont 
Physical Difficulty: Easy 

Special Features: Natural 
Walking Conditions: Pavement, Trail 

Duration 0:45 
Bring: Binoculars, Field Guide, GPS or smartphone (optional) 

 
To get there: From I-91, take Exit 7 towards Springfield. Continue 2 

miles, then turn sharply right onto Paddock Rd. Turn right again before 

the bridge onto Perley Gordon Rd and pull off to park along the side of 
the road. From here, walk across the bridge and bear left immediately 

after the bridge. This road will work its way uphill. You will see a kiosk 
sign for Muckross State Park after a minute or two on the right side of 

the road. Our Quest begins here. 
 

Overview: 
This Quest was written in 2017 by the 5th grade class at the Union 

Street School at the new Muckross State Park. Over the course of 
several field trips, students applied their knowledge of the Earth’s 
“spheres” and the food web at Muckross State Park. See our glossary on 
the final page of this Quest. 

 
Clues: 

This Quest starts at Muckross State Park. 

Listen closely. You might hear a horned lark. (Consumer) 
If you have a smartphone or GPS 

This journey surely will not be a mess. 
 

Type in these coordinates (43.271731, -72.453605). There they are. 
People might come from near and far. 

But if you’re low tech you can get there, too. 
Just follow our hints clue by clue. 
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Start at the gate to see the former Woolson estate. 

We hope your adventure will be really great! 
Back then this land belonged to the late Edgar May. 

You’ll learn more about him during your stay. 
 

From the gate to some logs take 130 paces. 
You are sure to find some historical places. 

Use the stone wall (geosphere) on your right as your guide, 
Where there might be squirrels (consumers) who like to hide. 

 
Bumpy rocks on the road may appear. 

They are part of the geosphere. 
You will find a pile of decomposing trees 

(producers) 
Laying among decaying leaves. 

 

Decomposers break down the dead things. 
You might as well call them the Forest 

Kings. 
Eaten by fungi, worms, and moss 

(decomposers) 
The geosphere’s gain is the biosphere’s loss. 
 
Continue northwest up the road until in your 

sight 
You spy an old well there on your right. 

There’s rushing water below to the West. 
It’s the Black River, as it’s known best. 
 
From there it’s 550 paces north up the hill to our next destination. 

Where we learned about producers as part of our education. 

Producers are plants that make their food using energy from sunlight. 
Their sugars makes wood, leaves, roots, and bark for the tree’s delight! 
 
Stop when the road comes to a turnaround, and you will see 

One among many, a tall hemlock tree. 
Here at the turnaround, don’t make a sound. 
There could be deer (consumer) about to bound. 
 

Listen closely and you will hear 
Birds happily singing as they soar through earth’s atmosphere. 
If you drive, it is here you can park your car. 
Keep on going...it’s not very far! 
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When you go west down the hill following the road, 
Step carefully, please. You might see a toad! (Consumer) 

Soon a pond, sometimes covered in ice (hydrosphere and cryosphere) 
Will appear on the right – it’s pretty nice! 
 
The ponds and streams are part of the hydrosphere. 

Look around, it’s very clear. 
The hydrosphere is earth’s H2O, 
Hydrogen and oxygen, you might like to know. 
 

The cryosphere is earth’s ice. 
You can slide on it when it’s smooth and nice. 

There’s a wide bridge above the long, narrow stream. 
What holds the bridge is a large steel beam. 

 

This is a great place to rest, 
But don’t! You’re still on your Quest! 
We’ll cross the bridge made of stone 
Over the stream whose name is unknown. 

 
If you look you can see a waterfall down to your left. 

Hike down for a better look if you are feeling deft. 
Once back on the road go down the hill, following the rock wall. 

You’ll come up to some buildings that are nice and tall. 
 

But before these buildings, look right for a big stump, once a tree 
Easy to spot because of its trunk of three. 

The first building on your right was used to store ice 
Before refrigeration, which is pretty nice. 

 

On your left there stands a big lodge. 
When the road dead ends at the big garage. 

Skirt behind these outbuildings where the woods meet the field 
And look for evidence of animals (consumers) that this habitat might 

yield. 
 

Consumers are animals who can’t make their own meals, 
So they eat producers or other consumers with hearty zeal! 

Deer, moose, bear, and squirrels inhabit this zone. 
And birds, lots of birds, call these woods home. 

 
When heading out from the outbuildings you will see a big brown house. 
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Due to its recent neglect, be on the lookout for a little brown mouse. 

When built by Woolson, this house was smaller. 
Over the years, it got bigger and taller. 

 
 

 
We learned some history about Edgar May. 

His family lived in Zurich but could not stay. 
During the Holocaust during World War II, 

He had to leave in 1940 because he was a Jew. 
 

In 1966, this house became Edgar May’s 
Where he and his wife enjoyed peaceful days. 

In 1968 they were in a car crash 
His lovely wife died and his heart was smashed. 

 

He was a reporter for Bellows Falls, 
Which means he probably had a lot of phone calls. 

Edgar May won a Pulitzer Prize in 1960 
For an article about people trying to get by in poverty. 

 
From 1975 to ‘91, Edgar May was a legislator for our state. 
That’s something to congratulate. 
He helped start Vista and worked for the Peace Corps 

We’re really glad he escaped the war. 
 

Edgar May used diplomacy, a golden tool 
To help Springfield get a swimming pool. 

In 2012 Edgar May passed. 
His 83rd birthday was his last. 

 

Now hurry on with no hesitation! 
You’ll spy the waterfall at our final destination. 
Go to the field behind the main house 
Even in the winter you might see a mouse. 

 
Walk due west and stand on the patio. 

Watch the waterfall quickly flow. 
Look up high and see the floodlight 

That once illuminated the waterfall at night. 
 

In the tall oak tree on your right, you will end your search. 
Look for the treasure beyond the bird’s perch. 
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We hope you enjoyed our Muckross Quest. 

We had fun writing it and did our best! 
 
 

 
 
GLOSSARY: 

Producer – An organism capable of creating its own food with energy from 
the sun (photosynthesis) 

Consumer – An organism who is incapable of creating its own food and 
consumes other plants and animals to survive 
Decomposer – An organism that breaks down dead animals and plants 

Biosphere – All of the Earth’s organic life (plants, animals) 
Geosphere – All of Earth’s land, rocks, and ground  
Hydrosphere – All of the Earth's water 
Atmosphere – The layer of gas that surrounds Earth (air) 

Cryosphere – All of the Earth’s ice 
 
This Quest was written in 2017 by the 5th grade class at the Union Street School at the 

new(!) Muckross State Park. Over the course of several field trips, students applied 

their knowledge of the Earth’s “spheres” and the food web at this special place 

 
Other things to do nearby: The Toonerville Rail Trail is a great way to see more of 

the Black River by bicycle. 

Please be a good steward of the land: leave it better than you found it and 

pack out any trash you find. 
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Valley Quest is a collection of 170+ treasure hunts that share and teach 

the natural gems and cultural heritage of the Upper Valley with children, 

families, adults, and visitors. It is a program of Vital Communities, a 

regional nonprofit working to engage citizens, organizations, and 

communities in creating solutions to our region’s challenges. Learn more 

at vitalcommunities.org 


