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Pomfret History Quest:  
Explore the Views from Totman Hill 

 

Pomfret, Vermont 
Physical Difficulty: Easy 
Special Features: Historical 
Duration: 0:45 

Bring: Compass 
 
PLEASE NOTE - This Quest is only open on the weekends for the 

duration of 2020.  This is to ensure that all health and safety orders are 
being followed by the Artistree staff as they open their facility to 
accommodate their summer camps and other programs.  Thank you for 

respecting these rules. 
 
To get there: Drive to Artistree in Pomfret, Vermont. The address is 

2095 Pomfret Road, South Pomfret, VT 05067. Park in their main 
parking lot and start your quest near the corner of the old yellow 
farmhouse. 
 
Clues: 

 

Park your car 

It’s not too far 
Find a square rock set behind two blue parking signs 

If you park there without a permit you will be fined 

 

Start your adventure at the 1890 rock 

Now you are in for quite a walk 

The barn was built in that same year 

Now be on your way and do not shed a tear 

 

Walk up the driveway on the west side of the barn 

Turn left onto the grass up the hill, there is no cairn 

Find a trail sign that overlooks the vernal pool 

You should get a closer look they are really cool 

 

Vernal Pools are wet in the spring and dry in summer 

And when it is, it is quite a bummer 



www.vitalcommunities.org/valleyquest    |   Copyright 2019 

 

2 

Amphibians lay their eggs in the spring 

Lots of babies they will bring 

 

Turn around and walk to the bench made of skis 

Look for plants if you please. 

Look for two apple trees, are they sour or sweet 

Try them in fall it might be a treat. 

 

Turn right past two apple trees up the hill 

You can run if you want it is not a drill 

Continue up the hill to a building on the edge of the woods 

They use to make syrup here to put on your goods 

 

Follow the trail to the left at the sugarhouse 

Walk through the meadow that once had cows 

Go west 100 paces to a small bench on the right 

You could stop here to fly a kite 

 

Chartered in 1761  

The town of Pomfret had begun 

Sit on the bench made from skis  

To enjoy the view for all to see 

Built from bricks and some stones 

Pomfret books called this their first home 

 

Follow the grassy path west 

To continue your quest 

 

When you stop (if you’re able) 
Take a rest on the old wooden picnic table. 

Sit on the side with your back facing the trees 

Look straight ahead, not at your knees! 

You should be able to see Suicide Six with ease. 

 

Suicide Six is the birthplace of snowboarding tricks 

People felt the snow began to melt 

So they moved the tow  

to have more time in the snow. 

 

To the left turn your head  

and look for the first school house. An old wooden building painted red. 

Turn your head slightly to the right  

and don’t miss the second school house painted green and white.  

 

The second school house was much smaller than the first. 

It had running water, let’s hope the pipes never burst! 
 

At the trail fork take a right  

and find the sap lines within your sight 
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Maple trees are Vermont’s state tree  
and they bring us Vermonters a whole lot of glee! 

The sap comes from taps that go downhill  

where buckets are waiting patiently to fill 

 

 

Limbo your way under the first set of lines  

at this point you should find the second one just fine. 

 

Go down the hill 

Don’t take a spill 
Find a group of trees 

Which provided food for bees 

(This groove of trees are called Honey Locust) 

Tall, straight trunks on most 

Help farmers make fence posts 

 

Maple sap flows when weather is colder 

Walk past the mossy boulder  

Exit the woods. The treasure box will be found 

Follow the field to the playground 

 

Turn right at the tractor go into the lot  

Follow the path to the crossing spot. 

Slow your feet  

To cross the street 

 

The Grange building was once in Barnard. It was where baskets were made 

It moved to Pomfret where farmers would talk of fields that were hayed 

Today it is where shows and movies are played! 

 

Go to the porch of the Grange and to the right. 

Look for the box by your feet with all your might 

The treasure may be hidden by some rocks 

Don’t worry you will find your treasure box! 
 

* This Quest was created by the Questing Camp at Artistree in the summer of 

2019. The campers and staff were Sam, Liam, Gracie, Maren, Izzy, James 

Nick, Abbi and Finnie. 
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Map: 
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