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Porter Cemetery Quest  

Lyme, NH 
Special Features: Historical 

Physical Difficulty: Easy 
Walking Conditions: Pavement, Trail 

Duration: 0:30 
Season: May-Oct 

Bring: Compass 
 

To get there: Two miles north of Lyme on Route 10, turn left/west onto 

North Thetford Road. Follow this road to the end, and at River Road turn 
right/north. After 0.4 miles park on the left side of the road at the 

intersection of River Road and Gregory Road—where your Quest begins. 
 

Overview: 
Meet local families through the eyes of Vivian Piper and “The Writings of 
Pony Hill”. 
 

Clues: 
Start at the intersection of Gregory & River. 

An event here in 1944 made the whole town shiver. 
Mr. Frank Gregory’s farm here met with disaster, 
As a fire’s orange flames burned higher and faster. 
 

The house and red barn burned down to the ground; 

But thankfully, there were three men around. 
Frank Gregory, Elbridge Jenks, and Howard DeGoosh 

Worked together to save all the cows that they could. 
 

For the next chapter of our story, walk north up River Road. 
At the white house the next episode will unfold. 

In 1794, eight Lyme school districts were created; 
And here, land from the Stetson Farm was donated. 
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This house became the “Stetson School” of District #7 

Built by John Tomson for $136 back in 1807. 
Lillian Gregory (married to Elbridge Jenks) started here in 1919. 

She is the 2nd generation of Gregorys that we’ve seen. 
 

Continue on River Road, keeping the barbed wire on your right, 
Until a driveway on the left comes clearly into sight. 

Up the driveway, about 68 paces at most, 
You’ll see a row of granite fenceposts. 

 
Enter the cemetery and go up the hill 20 paces towards the river. 

Look right to see David Turner… there is no need to shiver! 
Look west, towards Thetford, and see High Peak. 

Now, continue on your journey to the treasure you seek. 

 
Look past pine and hydrangeas to see the North Thetford Church 

steeple in the southwest. 

10 steps at a 225° heading to a “death mask” is your test. 
Continuing south, count 6 stones on your right and look to the ground. 
Thomas Tallman’s grave—that’s what you should have found. 
 

Face due west and look for a stone. 
There you will find Hannah Tallman standing alone. 

The cemetery’s tallest grave is clearly in sight. 
The Wadleigh hand is pointing up to heaven’s light. 
 
With your back to the north edge of David Tallman’s stone, 
40 steps to the north is where we want you to roam. 
There, four arched willow stones 

Mark the Turner Family’s tomb. 
 

Back toward the south, upon the ground, 
A cracked gravestone will certainly be found. 

This stone has 2 “candy canes” 
And an angel up above Abraham’s name. 
 

Now look to the biggest of all the pine trees— 
You may see it sway in a penetrating breeze. 

On the way there find the Porters' 4 half-circle graves. 
Go there, friend, if you are really brave. 
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You’ve visited the Turners & the Tallmans; 
And the Porters and the Perkins. 

Further south, uphill from 2 small pines, 
Mrs. Asubah Heaton is the one you will find. 

 
Asubah Heaton’s story is with us still, 

Recorded in “The Writings of Pony Hill.” 
Written by a 3rd generation of Gregory, 

Listen to Vivian Gregory Piper’s story: 
 

 When Vivian and her sister Edna were kids, 
 They had lots of chores, as all the farm kids did. 

 One night they went searching for Curly Nose, a cow— 

 Who should have been in the barn—but wasn’t somehow. 
 

 They searched for Curly Nose, round and round, 
 And then stopped to rest in this burial ground. 

 An incredible story began to unfold… 
 And at a nearby stump the rest of this tale is told. 

 
With your back to the river 

Head down the hill to the left 
To an old stump’s major cleft. 

 
This Quest was created by Steve Dayno and the Lyme 4th grade in 2003 and revised in 

2007–2008. 
 
Please be a good steward of the land: leave it better than you found it and 

pack out any trash you find. 

 
Valley Quest is a collection of 100+ treasure hunts that share and teach 
the natural gems and cultural heritage of the Upper Valley with children, 

families, adults, and visitors. It is a program of Vital Communities, a 
regional nonprofit working to engage citizens, organizations, and 
communities in creating solutions to our region’s challenges. Learn more 
at vitalcommunities.org. 

 
Have a suggestion, question, comment, or idea for us? We’d love to hear from you. 
Reach us at valleyquest@vitalcommunities.org or 802-291-9100. 
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