
Valley Quest is a program of Vital Communities 
www.vitalcommunities.com/valleyquest    |   Copyright 2012 

 

1 

 

Quest for the Right Words @ Quechee 
Gorge 

Quechee, VT 
Moderate 
Natural 

1:00 

Swimsuit, Pencil 

 

To get there: Take Route 4 toward Woodstock and pull into the great 

new Quechee Gorge Visitor Center on the left. Plenty of parking and lots 

of great information! Your Quest starts at the gate next to the visitor’s 
center. 

 

Overview: Quechee Gorge State Park is owned by the US Army Corps 

of Engineers. It is part of the North Hartland Flood Control Dam Area. 

The 612 acre park is managed for recreational use by the Vermont 

Department of Forest Parks and Recreation. The Quechee Gorge is 
considered the most spectacular river gorge in the state of Vermont. It 

was formed thousands of years ago when a giant ice sheet began to 

recede and the flow the Ottauquechee River resumed but took a 

different course through ancient Glacial Lake Hitchcock. As the ice 

continued to melt, the Rocky Hill Dam eventually broke and Glacial Lake 

Hitchcock drained. The Ottauquechee River changed its course and 

turned south and flowed through the soft delta left by the lake. 

Meanwhile, a great waterfall was migrating up the Connecticut River 

from the breached dam. Eventually, the waterfall reached the 

Ottauquechee River and began eroding rock. Over thousands of years, 

the waterfall carved its way northward, creating Quechee Gorge.1 In 

2005, the new visitors’ center at Quechee Gorge opened. It is staffed 
and run by the Hartford Area Chamber of Commerce. It is open from 10 

am until 4pm, seven days a week, year round, but closed for holidays. 

There is plenty of parking and public restrooms. 

 

                                    
1 Adapted from David Laing, Consulting Geologist, 152 Christian Street, White River Junction, Vermont 

05001, from www.vtstateparks.com.  

http://www.vtstateparks.com/
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CLUES: 

Welcome to Hartford’s Quechee Gorge. 
We promise that you won’t get bored. 
Fill in all of our blanks with the words that you choose 

There are no right or wrong answers; just follow our clues! 

 

This Quest should be __________ . 
                                 adjective 

You don’t have to run. 
 

When you’ve finished walking, writing & all the rest, 
You will have created your own personal Quest. 

 

Start at the _________ gate 

                    adjective 

 

There is no need to wait. 

 

Go down the ___________ steps.  
                   name of material 

 

Pass through a door. 

Inside, you will find a store. 

This is the Visitors Center: 

Have no fear! Please enter. 

 

When__________________ is done, head out back. 

        name of person in group 

 

Yes, go back outside and read the plaque. 

 

____________the blue trail and you will be right back for more. 
         verb 

 

A great switchback trail made by the Youth Conservation Corps. 

 

Soon you will come to a bend, 

But this trail – it will not end. 

 

Turn right, not straight 

And do not _________. 

             verb 

 

Up ahead you will find a _____________ fence 
                                          adjective 
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Read the sign and please do what it says. 

 

The trail has _______ blazes marked on the trees. 

                     color  

 

Use your eyes, you can _________________! 
             verb 

 

This is not a test. 

But if you look, you might even find a bird’s nest. 
At the trail merge, turn stop a bit along the ridge 

And look up and you will find a _____________ bridge. 

                     noun 

 

It is a __________ bridge, off to your ______, 

             color                      direction 

 

Stop, look & listen:  enjoy this sight. 
 

The bridge you have spotted was originally built with train tracks in 

1875. 

John Storrs designed this unique structure, where cars now drive. 

 

OK - Get going down the _______________ trail. 

                                          adjective 

 

You will pass many___________ roots, veiling the sides of this 

everlasting trail.       adjective 

 

Coming right down the path, there will be a _____________where you 

may want to rest.         noun 
 

Pause for a moment and think of what a ______________place for this 

kind of Quest                                  adjective 

 

 

And down the slope you will continue your part 

All this walking is good for your _____________. 

                                                  part of body 

 

Beyond 0.2, at the Quechee Gorge trail, stay right 

Unless you are camping here for the night! 

Another fork follows, soon in your sight 
Remain on the trail on the route that keeps right. 
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We hope you are enjoying this ___________________ trail. 

                                                        adjective 

 

You’re doing great.  If you work together will not fail! 

 

Long, long ago a _______, a thick sheet of ice 
            noun                        

Covered this place, leaving a natural treasure we think is ________. 

                      adjective 

 ___________ down to the bottom of the gorge 

           verb 

 

A new trail you need not forge! 

 

Stroll ______________ by the ferns on your left 

                   adverb 

 

Listen to the _______________ in the Ottauquechee River singing best. 
                             liquid 

 

At the DANGER sign, stop and look around 

The ______________ rocks, river and much more are there to be found             

adjective 

 

Walk down the bank on the right, 

Scramble on___________, you’ll enjoy the sight. 
                     plural noun 

 

If the water is low, and the temperature is high 

Go in for a dip -  look up at the sky. 

 
When you’re done with your scramble 

And ready to ramble, 

Go back up to higher ground 

Your treasure box still to be found. 

 

Continue up the trail from the sand 

Go into the forest, higher still you must stand 

Look for a fallen tree, it isn’t junk 

Just look under the fallen __________. 

                                       part of tree 

 

Written by Alex and Amelia Good in 2007. 


