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The Bridge & Beyond Quest 

Meriden, New Hampshire 
Special Features: Natural 

Physical Difficulty: Easy 
Duration: 1:00 

Bring: Field Guide 
 

To get there: From West Lebanon take 12A south past shopping 
plazas. Turn left on the Brook Road. Follow the Brook Road into 

Meriden. Turn right on Bonner Road and then right again, into the 

Plainfield School. Quest begins at the school. 
 
Clues: 

Welcome to this Quest 

Written by our 4th grade class: 
Composed in haiku. 

 
From our school’s front door 
Please go to the parking lot 
And then the garage. 

 
OUR FIELD 

Follow the path towards woods 
Stop in the middle and look. 

Listen: field haiku. 
 

I sweep through the grass 
Try to catch colorful bugs. 

Sweep again, no bugs. 

 
The grass smells leafy. 

The wind makes dandelions fly. 
Soldier bugs eat slugs. 

 
Out looking for bugs 

I caught a common housefly. 

 
The moth won’t eat it. 
 
We caught at the field. 

We found a lot of insects 

Then we let them go. 
 

The edge of the field 
What a peaceful place to be 

It helps me feel calm. 
 

Take last look around 
See field, field edge and forest 

Three habitats merge 
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INTO THE WOODS 

Walk down woodsy path 
Look! Stumps marked with 

beaver teeth 
Pine needles on ground 

 
Climb up a dirt bank 

Look for beaver’s stick-built hut 
Return to wood’s path 

 
At fork look for sign 

Don’t take Smokehouse Loop; 
bear left 

See bridge through tall trees. 
 

AT BLOOD’S BROOK 

Watch the flowing stream 
Listen to its babbling  

Explore, listen, learn 
 

We studied the stream: 
Temperature, flow, who lives 

here. 
Hear Bloods Brook haiku: 

 

The water would flow. 

Shiny wet rocks in the stream. 
I think there were fish. 

 
The brown newt swims fast. 

The green trees sway in the rain. 
The black bug – long, big. 

 
Small dragonfly nymph 

Swimming under the water 
Watch out for the fish 

 

The water hit rocks. 

I throw big rock in water. 
Splash went the big rock. 

 
Ferns blow in the wind. 

Swish wish ferns blow in the 
wind. 

Ferns live in peace, mmmmm. 
 

Mosquitoes buzzing. 
Buzzing up, down and all around 

Soon they will bite me! 
 

Over the river 
Walk across the Townsend 

Bridge 

Beware of the troll 
 

Walk straight from the bridge 
At the fork, go left, right now 

Take no Townsend Loop 
 

Go straight toward the sign 
Walk where the sign says to go 

Pace toward the arrow 
 

Look for the skinned tree 
Walk across the bridge of logs 

Ahead beaver marks 
 

Then go straight from there 

Seventy-three steps to stone 
Enjoy the green ferns 

 
THE COOL FOREST 

Here we studied things 
That inhabit the forest 

Now, forest haiku: 
 

Green ferns growing here 
In the sunlight birds are singing. 

Trees grow new fresh leaves. 
 

Spring hemlock fresh air 
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Bright green trilliums swaying 

Loud morning birds chirp. 
 

Black cherry trees sway 
Cloudy weather in my sight 

Peaceful birds fly by. 
 

Trees, beautiful folk 
One, a soft-skinned little girl 

Pigtailed leafy hair. 
 

I like hemlock cones. 
The small cones are on the 

ground. 
The cones are pretty. 

 

The eft is winding 
Under pine and maple trees 

Orange on brown dirt. 
 

From the mossy rock 
Follow to twin hemlock trees: 

One alive, one dead. 
 

“Earl,” the living tree 
Has sapsucker holes in it. 

“Al” is the dead one. 
 

Across, yellow birch 
A few steps…tall tree with scar. 
Did lightning do this? 

 

Keep on. On the left 
You’ll find a surprise: a burl 
Can you find some more? 

 
Continue to walk. 

Find a six-trunked maple tree 

And then walk some more, 
 

Through a fern-filled space. 
Next look for beaver signs. 

And oak blocks your way! 
 

Go around the tree, 
Continue to the stonewall. 

Your treasure is near. 
 

The wizened old tree 
Twisted and old with crannies 

Guarding the stone wall 
 

Go to the right wall. 

Look behind fallen bark. 
You will find our box! 

 
The Quest is now done. 

Sign in! Tell us you were here! 
Re-hide for others. 

 
Created by Mrs. Pullen’s Fourth Grade Class at Plainfield Elementary 
School in 2007. 
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