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Thetford Center Civil War Cemetery Quest 

Thetford, Vermont 
Moderate 

Historical 
Trail 

1:00  
b 

Bring: Compass 
 

To get there: The Thetford Center Civil War Cemetery Quest begins at 

the Timothy Frost United Methodist Church on Route 113 in Thetford 
Center. Park at the church and look for the twin cedars between the 

church and the town hall. The cedars flank either side of the cemetery 
gate. 
 
Clues: 

Through the gate that is often ajar  

and straight up the hill but not too far.  
Look for the first grave with the Porter name,  

and remember this cemetery is full of Civil War fame!  
 

1. If a fire hadn't burnt Albert's house down to the lot,  
he would be able to see it from the Porter's grave plot.  

At age nineteen, he proved to be a true American as he mustered in.  
He was put into the 10th Vermont when he wanted to begin.  

When his finger was shot off his hand, he was in great pain.  
 

He left before Cedar Creek Battle, so he was not slain.  

Stand facing uphill next to Porter's place,  

and find the five crosses white as lace.  

Now walk behind the hydrangea tree  
to the grave of Robert Pixley.  

 
2. Born in Strafford, June 1, 1838,  

Robert Pixley's life story was more than great.  
On his 23rd birthday he went off to war.  
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His battle at Lewinsville, a skirmish, nothing more.  

The Battle of White Oak Swamp, June of ‘62, his battle last  
Disabled in October of 62, he returned home to haunts of past.  

 
With the hydrangea at your back,  

walk southeast back toward the main track.  
As you pass Miss Hattie Wright  

J.W. will soon be in your sight.  
 

3. James Wright was born in 1844.  

At age 17, he entered the war.  
The 1st Connecticut Calvary traveled mostly by horseback,  

one hundred and ninety-three casualties, more from disease than 
attack!  

 
Operations against guerillas in May he fought.  

In West Virginia, for a small battle his help was sought.  

He had two daughters after the war.  
In 1913, he was no more.  

 
Go up the hill a little way,  

Parker and twin flags in array.  
Up one row and walk to the east.  

James Davidson there rests in peace.  
 

4. Born in January of 1831,  
At 62, James Davidson's life was done.  

Five years before he mustered in,  
He married the lovely lady Marion.  

 
In the 17th Vermont he did serve,  

in Virginia at the siege of Petersburg.  

Up the hill and past JD’s  
please go behind the two trees.  

You will soon see  
the grave of JSC.  

 
5. John S. Coombs who farmed the land,  

had a house and family that were very grand.  
But then when he was 24,  

he packed his bags and went to war.  
He fought many battles like Shenandoah Valley,  

killing many men in a single rally.  
Then he was captured and put in jail,  

but he got out without paying bail.  
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Back from where you came,  

but not too far.  
You will soon see Towle's veteran star.  

His grave it seems, is like a broken down car.  

 
6. Franklin Towle went to do battle.  

Aside from that, he raised cattle.  
From the 9th Vermont to the 17th US he was switched.  

He had no injuries, so he was never medically stitched.  
 

He lived to the ripe old age of 79,  
But in the 17th Regiment, 203 died in the line.  

Walk straight to the right to Brown's detailed tomb.  
Knock on it: this stone is a metal room.  

This stone may be different from others you've seen.  
Walk along its sides; you will see a small seam.  

 
7. Captain Horace E. Brown, 15th Vermont, Company A  

As guards through the war, they mostly did stay.  

81 men died of disease  
But none by gun and none overseas.  
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At the battle of Gettysburg, they didn't fight  

because they had to guard luggage all through the night.  
They chased after Lee; oh how they were tired.  

To this day, they are still admired.  
 

A few paces uphill, it is so.  
Turn to your right at the next row.  

At the tall tower, continue to your right.  
20 paces forward and the next veteran is in sight.  

Find a book on a grave that never loans.  
You will then find the grave of James A. Holmes. 

  
8. James A. Holmes was born in 1844.  

1862, he enlisted in the war.  
In 1863, from June and into July,  

he marched to Gettysburg hoping not to die. 

  
For Company A, the 15th Regiment,  

to guard supply trains Private Holmes had been sent.  
In August he retired,  

but not because he had expired.  
Frances Sloan he took as a wife  

and lived with her all of his life.  
Turn around 180 degree.  

Down the hill, in paces 23.  
Go 18 paces right,  

and right there is the sight,  
of a white marble stone,  

with the name H.F. Sloan.  
 

9. Hiram F. Sloan enlisted at age 31  

when his work as a farmer was forever done.  
Serving in Regiment 15,  

he was always very serene.  
 

Marching to Gettysburg in the month of June  

to the beat of the teenage drummer boy’s tune.  
On August 5, 1863, Hiram mustered out  
Then he died 42 years later without any doubt. 

  
You are standing in Hiram F. Sloan's burial square.  

Now it’s time for you to leave from there.  
Out the left entrance you will go.  

A tall gravestone with an urn will show.  
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Walk straight ahead and you will see  

a gravestone with the name Willie E.  
Turn back to the gate,  

then three steps straight.  
 

Directly to your right  
the name Moore is in sight.  

Now look at the paragraph below  
and the name Henry A. Cummings will show.  

 
10. Henry A. Cummings served in the war  

and he was married to Eliza Moore.  
He was a farmer back at home,  

but then moved on to the war zone.  
 

He served in many battles; one is Gettysburg.  

Then went back to his great family in Thetford.  
Look somewhere on the ground and turn around.  

Behind you five small gray bricks will be found.  
 

On one brick find the initials J.T.Q.,  
and there will be a Quimby looking at you.  

11. John T. Quimby enlisted at age 28.  
He marched to Gettysburg to determine his fate.  

He was a drummer on the field of Gettysburg  
and to do that at age 28 was absurd.  

While drumming for 9 months fighting the army of Lee's,  
in his 15th Regiment, 81 people died of disease.  

 
He was a musician who played in the war,  

and lastly, he died at the age of 84.  

From Quimby's grave travel east.  
You will pass two graves at least.  

 
A book that is bound you have found.  

Stay with the book and take a look.  
To the east you should turn,  

and look for the big pink urn.  
If you wish, you can find Charles T. Fish  
 

12. Charles Fish fought for the 36th Regiment, Mass.  
For more than ten battles, he heard the cannon’s blast.  
His daughter's death caused him pain,  
while he was fighting the Appomattox Campaign.  
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He served as a sergeant in the war,  

returned to his wife Anna, he fought no more.  
Go down to the pillars joined by a dove.  

Look straight ahead for Brigg's grave filled with love.  
 

You turn to the right and there you will see  
A veteran's flag where Solan F. will be.  

 
13. Born in 1838 December, in Thetford Center,  

was Solon F. Porter, who was raised to be no dissenter.  
In Portsmouth, New Hampshire, he joined the second regiment.  

In the Battle of Bull Run, he fought against rebel torment.  
 

In Budd's Ferry, Maryland, he had a fatal stroke,  
which took him away from his fellow brave fighting folk.  

Walk past the wrinkly grave of Brigg's,  

But don't stop and get “MAD”  
or you won’t be GLAD.  
Sidestep right now to S.D.'s old digs.  
 

14. Samuel Davis joined 1862 at age 46.  
Assigned to Vermont’s 9th Regiment now in the mix.  
Harpers Ferry Company A defended.  
The battles there have not ended.  

He mustered out at age 49,  
but he died in due time.  

 
Face the brick town office, then left you walk.  

Take 12 steps forward and W.C. you'll stalk.  
Now go 2 rows left.  

A finger points up.  

 
Walk one more row now  

and then you'll find Howe.  
 

15. 27 year-old Charles C. Howe joined in the war.  
His past being a laborer, he hoped not to see gore  

His regiment was the 6th V.T.  
They fought for all equality.  

 
In Gettysburg, he risked his life,  

seeing dead soldiers and the strife.  
From Howe to the granite square you should roam,  

past the nine Quimbys final resting home.  
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Of these graves, find the youngest one  

there lies Leonard and Sarah's son.  
 

16. Look at the gravestone, Henry R. it may say.  

But actually, that may lead you astray.  
Laid here, Henry R. Quimby of Thetford was not in the war.  

But in Londonderry, another Henry R. was involved in the gore.  
 

Thetford's Henry R. drowned at age 18.  
The other Henry got past the years teen.  

Some records show that the Henry R's are the same.  
But not so, we say those records should go up in flame.  

 
While our Henry was working with his parents on the Quimby farm,  

Henry R. and the 17th Regiment was done much harm.  
From Henry R. Quimby step behind you over the long stone.  

But please do not fall in the hole and break a bone.  

 
Step over the ring and go to the left of the tower.  

At a stone house grave, you’ll find Newton J. Howard.  
17. Newton J. Howard brave and strong,  

married to Marcella for so long.  
 

North and South went into war.  
The 17th Regiment he enlisted February 11,1864.  

He mustered out April 12, of the very same year;  
there was ended his war career.  

 
On your left you see a big book.  

Face the Town Hall, and take a look.  
Take 4 steps until you reach the ledge.  

Turn around, but don't fall off the edge. 

  
Slide to the left, but still don't fall.  

See Lieutenant A.L. Sanborn most famous of all.  
18. Lieut. Sanborn recruited the 1st Regiment United States Colored 

Troop,  
But a ‘Secesh physician did not like his battle group.  
 
Sanborn fought for what was right,  

no matter if they were black or white  
On July 11, of '63, Confederate Dr. D. M. Wright  

shot Sanborn in the back––not a fair fight  
 

Both parties tangled in Andrew Foster's Dry Goods Store  
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With anger in their eyes, they were ready for war.  

Wright was arrested soon after  
and matters for him became a disaster.  

 
In court he tried the insanity plea,  

appealing to Lincoln he hoped to be set free.  
When that failed he tried to sneak by in women’s clothes,  
but a guard grabbed him as he passed under his nose.  
 

Hanged for his crime in the city of Norfolk, VA,  
this doctor will never again see the light of day  

Back to the entrance gate if you don't mind.  
Turn to your right and up the small incline.  

 
25 paces you'll see Farnsworth,  

resting in peace at his final birth.  

Look down to the ground below,  
And as you bow to your betters,  

you'll notice a row of letters.  
 

Uphill past two R's and B's and an N to boot,  
you're almost at the end of your route.  

Stop before you reach the rock wall.  
On your left, two spruce which are quite small.  

Go behind them and you will find  
the box of treasure that we left behind! 


