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The What: What is Climate Migration?

Here? Or Here?
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About CLF
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Our Mission
CLF protects New England’s environment for the benefit of all people. We use 
the law, science and the market to create solutions that preserve our natural 
resources, build healthy communities, and sustain a vibrant economy.



Upper Valley’s Attractive Amenities
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Open space

Clean air 

(i.e., no wild 
fires (?))

Safe from sea 
level rise & 
storm surge

Plentiful 
groundwater 
resources (?)

Relatively close 
to Boston/NYC
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• Profiled three “climate migrants” to VT:
• Family moved from MT due to concerns over increased wildfires and 

attendant poor air quality
• Young couple moved from Washington DC for the state’s “abundant 

groundwater and resilient communities”
• Family moved from MT for quality of life, abundant water, and lack of wildfires



Sept. 15, 2020
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What’s the data?

Can we learn about climate migration through covid

migration?
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Source: MyMove 2020

WHERE
ARE 
PEOPLE 
MOVING?
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Slide from Peter Nelson, Prof. of Geography at Middlebury 
College
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Source: Haslag, Peter H. and Weagley, Daniel, From L.A. to Boise: How Migration Has Changed 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic (October 1, 2021). Avai lable at 
SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3808326 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3808326

WHO IS MOVING?
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September 26, 2020

WHAT’S THE IMPACT?
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Center for Future of VT Survey (2020)

Interviewed 230 people taking 
refuge in VT during COVID:

▪ More than 1/3 said they 
were “likely” or “very 
likely” to stay in Vermont

▪ Attributes key to them 
staying: landscape, 
environment, community, 
safety
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Upper Valley’s Attractive Amenities
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Are we planning for climate migration?

Not really (at least not directly).

– Vermont 2018 hazard mitigation plan mentions in-state migration as a possible 

future climate change concern

– VT Climate Action Plan – not coming up in discussion

But folks want us to!

– Question on 2020 Vermonter Poll:
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Do you feel action should be taken in VT to prepare for 
climate migration?

YES 63.2%

NO 36.8%

Go UVAW!



Areas of opportunity

• Injection of capital, energy, families, vitality

• ARPA/infrastructure bill $$ towards 
housing/sewer/other infrastructure 

• Act 250 in VT

• Identify and address structural social and racial 
inequities in housing, healthcare, access to 
amenities, and more
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share with that it’s

It’s an OPPORTUNITY if



Questions?
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