
 

 

Childcare in the Upper Valley:  

Challenges, Successes, and the Way Forward 

Part I: Impact on the Local Labor Market ~ Presenter Biographies 
 

 

Jenny Levy 

Executive Vice President, People, Community & Environment, Hypertherm, Inc. 

President, Hypertherm HOPE Foundation 

 

Having worked for Hypertherm for 17 years in various roles, Jenny 

currently focuses on Hypertherm’s human resources, talent, and 

corporate social responsibility strategies. She holds an MBA from the 

Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth and a BA with Honors from 

Wesleyan University. In addition to her leadership of the HOPE 

Foundation, Jenny serves on the Boards of the Montshire Museum of 

Science, WISE, and GI Rising and is a Corporator of Mascoma Bank. 

Hypertherm designs and manufactures industrial cutting products. Its 

product line includes cutting systems, in addition to CNC motion and 

height controls, CAM nesting software, robotic software and 

consumables. The 100-percent Associate-owned company, consistently named a best place to work, 

has more than 1,900 Associates along with operations and partner representation worldwide.  

 

Joseph Blair 

Human Resource Director, Sturm, Ruger & Co.’s Newport campus 

 

As HR Director, Joseph provides support to its approximately 800 

Associates from across New Hampshire. Ruger is one of the nation’s 

leading manufacturers of firearms for the commercial sporting market for 

more than 70 years. Joseph’s career spans 21 years in manufacturing, 

with leadership roles in firms around the country in EHS, Operations, 

Continuous Improvement and ultimately in Human Resources. He earned 

a BS in Occupational Safety & Health Engineering from Indiana University 

of Pennsylvania (IUP). He sits on the Board of Directors for Economic 

Corporation of Newport (ECON) whose mission is to strengthen the 

economy of and improve the economic climate in the town of Newport, 

NH. He is also on the Board of Advisors for New Hampshire’s Stay, Work, Play program whose goal is 

to attract and retain more young people in New Hampshire. . 

 



Rebecca Owens 

Associate Planner, City of Lebanon 

 

A native New Englander, Rebecca joined the City of Lebanon staff in 2017 

and has been facilitating Master Plan implementation and update efforts in 

addition to managing state grant projects under the Transportation 

Alternatives Program and Certified Local Government program.She is the 

staff liaison for the City’s Heritage Commission and Pedestrian & Bicyclist 

Advisory Committee.  

 Previously, Rebecca was Associate Planner for the City of Bozeman, MT, 

Sustainability Program Manager for Xanterra Parks & Resorts in Yellowstone 

National Park, and board member for Paradise Permaculture Institute. From 

2005-2011, she was a Sustainability Planner and LEED AP for the consulting 

firm Vanasse Hangen Brustlin in Watertown, MA. She has an MBA with a 

focus on organizational management for sustainability from Antioch University of New England and a 

Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Policy from Wellesley College. 

 

Jenn Parker 

Owner, Creative Kids Adventures, Inc.  

 

Jenn started her business in 2019 through partnering with the 

Hartford School district to operate two afterschool programs in the 

elementary schools. In March of 2020 (one week before COVID hit), 

she purchased a childcare center in Grantham, NH, that serves 100 

children ages 6 weeks through 12 years. She now operates three 

afterschool programs in Hartford as well as the childcare program in 

Grantham. Previous to being an owner, she was a childcare director 

for over 12 years and childcare teacher for 12 years prior to that. She 

has a BA in Communications and a BS in Elementary/Special 

Education from Keene State University and an MS in Early Childhood 

Administration from Champlain College. Her philosophy has always 

been to promote play as education in the Early Childhood field and to 

encourage kids to be kids. Her three children remind her every day that life is about having fun while 

learning. 

 

  



Danielle Burroughs 

Lead Preschool Teacher, Children's Center of the Upper Valley 

 

Danielle joined the team at the Children’s Center in 2006 as an Assistant 

Teacher. She continued her education while working fulltime to step into 

the Lead Teacher role, and filled in for Interim Program Director for a 

short time. She understands the theory of learning through play and 

strives to spread awareness on the impact of mental health impacting 

children, working collaboratively with administration to educate the 

parents and colleagues she works with.  

 She grew up and is currently residing in Bradford, VT with her husband, 

Tim, and two children, Preston and Cole, and small family farm raising 

chickens and beef. She was formerly on the Bradford Park and Rec Board 

and is currently active to the Bradford Youth Football Board and PTO.  

 

Dr. Jess Carson  

Research Assistant Professor, University of New Hampshire’s Carsey School of Public Policy 

 

Since joining Carsey in 2010, Dr. Carson has studied poverty, work, 

and the social safety net, focusing on how people’s ability to get the 

resources they need to thrive varies by place. She has particular 

interest in the structural issues surrounding access to early childhood 

education, the multi-dimensional nature of food access, and in 

measuring how policy and program effects vary within and across 

rural places. Jess is working on several long-term projects related to 

the uneven social and economic effects of the pandemic, with the goal 

of informing policy for an equitable recovery. She has a Ph.D. in 

sociology from the University of New Hampshire and has lived in the 

Granite State every minute of her life. 

 

Christina D’Allessandro 

Director for Early Childhood and Family Supports, NH Charitable Foundation 

 

Christina is a lifelong advocate for children and families, having spent the 

last 20 works working internationally and domestically to improve the 

lives of children and their families. Christina is the former NH State 

Director for MomsRIsing where she worked to advance issues relevant to 

women and their families both on a national and state level.  This week 

Christina started a new position with the NH Charitable Foundation as 

Director for Early Childhood and Family Supports where she is advising 

on issues facing women and children.  

 While with Save the Children UK, Christina focused her work on cash 

transfers to families and the benefits of moving dollars directly to 

communities. Christina is a New Hampshire native who spends time 

reading, walking her dogs and raising two boys. 



Aly Richards 

CEO, Let’s Grow Kids 

 

Aly draws on her extensive experience in state and national 

politics and her leadership in education policy to spearhead 

Let's Grow Kids' mission. Prior to joining the organization in 

2015, Aly served as the deputy chief of staff for Vermont 

Governor Peter Shumlin where she led several efforts to support 

early childhood education, including winning competitive 

federal grants totaling $70 million and supporting the passage of 

universal prekindergarten. Aly was selected as a 2013 Toll 

Fellow by the Council of State Governments and as the 2014 

Vermont Champion for Education by the New England 

Secondary School Consortium. She also served on the 2008 

Obama campaign and graduated with honors from Brown University. Aly currently serves as a Trustee 

of University of Vermont Medical Center and the Vermont Council on Rural Development and was 

recently named a Changemaker for Children by Save the Children. She grew up in Newbury, VT and 

now lives in Montpelier with her husband, James Pepper, twin babies Beau and Wesley, and dog, Bella. 

 

Adeline Druart 

President, Vermont Creamery 
 

Websterville-based Vermont Creamery is  one of the leading 

American specialty cheese and premium dairy makers. Born 

and raised in a region of France with strong dairy farming 

heritage, Adeline earned a Master Degree at the prestigious 

National Dairy School of France and first joined Vermont 

Creamery as a summer intern in 2002. Rising to the company’s 

leadership, she scaled the operations and infrastructure while 

growing the portfolio to become one of the fastest growing 

premium dairy brands. Additionally, she led the efforts to 

achieve Business B Corp certification status in 2014 and 

positioned the company to be recently recognized among the 

Top 20 most Purposeful Brands by Inc Magazine. Adeline 

joined Land O Lakes officers as a Vice-President through the 

company’s acquisition of Vermont Creamery in 2017. She has 

served as a judge in international cheese competitions, is a member of the American Cheese Society, 

and serves  on the board of Vermont Businesses for Social Responsibility and Let’s Vermont Grow Kids 

CEO Think Tank. She lives in Vermont with her husband Marc and two young children Matisse, 10, and 

Hugo, 5.  


